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Welcome back from the summer break - I hope you all had a good time despite the
"changeable" weather. I have to say a big "Thank You" to David and Valerie Kerslake who

hosted our Summer Social at Lime Tree Cottage in July when the weather was, for once, very
good to us. A very pleasant evening was had by all and a healthy £40 was raised for Society

Funds by the raffle.

A new lease of life for the Royal Oak Valley
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• I My name is Elliott Fairs and I am the
' ' Assistant Countryside Ranger with Hart

District Councils Countryside Service. As a
service we manage Hart's nature reserves for
conservation, recreation, and educational
purposes, throughout the whole district. I have
been with Hart for just over 2 years now and
have recently been given the responsibility for
bringing a site, known as The Royal Oak Valley,
back into a state of positive practical
management. The main aim of this
management will be to provide a safe area for
the public to use for recreation, whilst managing
the Valley for its wildlife.

To begin this project I gathered information on
the history of the site, including pictures from the
1980's when fashions were a little different to
what they are today. This allowed me to gain an
insight into what the Valley looked like before it
fell into its current state of disrepair. Having had
a meeting with Tony Hocking to explain Hart's
intentions I was offered the chance of
introducing myself to you all, through this
newsletter, for which I am very grateful.

Initially we plan to highlight and carry out any
necessary hazardous tree work that is required
on site in order to make the site safe. Following

this, paths will be cut back and bridges and
ditches will be repaired and re-instated where
required. We will hopefully be able to reinstate
some form of mowing back onto the small wet
meadow to remove the large amounts of rank
grasses that have now colonised the area. We
also hope to remove some of the scrub that has
encroached onto the meadow to prevent the
meadow from being completely overrun.

Hart's Rangers will carry out the majority of
these with the help of our mid-week volunteers,
and hopefully with the help of The Yateley
Society through hosting volunteer dates.
Although still to be confirmed, I plan to organise
a volunteer day, on site, in early 2005. This will
allow many of you the chance to meet me and
also gives everyone the chance to be involved,
from the start, with the restoration of the Valley
to its former glory.

When confirmed the date will appear on our
website (www.hart.qov.uk/countryside) so
please keep an eye out for this. If any of you
happen to see me when I am working on the
Valley then please do not hesitate to come and
introduce yourself. If I can be of any help or
assistance to you please feel free to contact me
on 01252 623443. For alternative contact
details please visit our website.

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN YOUR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL SLIP ON THE BACK
PAGE/
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ISSUES

New applications: please send your comments to Hart District Council at Fleet.

Woodhayes, Firgrove Road - the proposal for this site, adjacent to the listed Yateley Hall
and in the Yateley Green Conservation Area, is to demolish the existing buildings and replace
with 14 flats and parking.
Cottage Farm, Cobbetts Lane -permission for a 22.5m high communications tower was
refused -

Appeals: Decisions to Refuse these applications have resulted in appeals from the
applicants. The Society has objected to all five!

Yateley Cottage, Reading Road - demolition of this character property and replacement with
5 new nouses.
Coach House, Macrae Road - to split the former Bed and Breakfast premises into 4 flats,,
leaving the fomer stable block as one dwelling and erect a new block with 4 houses and 4
flats.
Hivings, Handford Lane - replacement of a bungalow with 6 flats (revised down from 8) and
parking
Greenslopes, Cricket Hill - a 5 bedroom house which will fill the gap next to Hylands.

.AND LAST BUT NOT LEAST! - Confusion reigns over the future of Clarks Farm

'f Hart District Council have held Public Meetings and are in the middle of
deciding what the usage should be within the Local Plan for the site.

Csr In the meantime, Linden Homes has made an appeal to the Planning
Inspectorate for the development of 13000 sq m of office space with
approx 450 car parking spaces.

rer Just for good measure, Linden have also made two applications
(duplicates) for permission to build approx 160 houses, live/work units and
a mixed use community building (with plenty of parking of course!).

WHAT ELSE IS GOING ON?

Archaeology on the Common

Carol White, who most of you know and may
have attended her talks to the Society in the
past, has continued her programme of
archaeological investigations on Yateley
Common this year. This time, excavating on
Hampshire County Council land, a small low
mound and ditch was investigated, together

with a number of camp fire sites. Surface
investigations produced a large haul of worked
flint.
Luckily for us, Carol has offered to give the
Society an update with her latest investigations
- which we shall be more than happy to
arrange.
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A VISIT TO BLACKBUSHE CONTROL TOWER

As a representative of the Yateley Society on
the Blackbushe Airport Consultative
Committee, Tony Hocking was recently invited
to visit the Blackbushe Control Tower. Here
are some interesting facts:

®° Blackbushe can influence air traffic only
within a 2nm radius from the airfield.

^ The only aid to navigation is a Non-
Directional-Beacon with Distance Measuring
(NDB/DME) which is intended to help aircraft
find the airfield and nothing more.

v All 'control' is advisory, all decisions are
left to aircrew.

Twin-engined aircraft are the largest
allowed - except in emergency.

Nominal airfield opening hours are 8am
to 6pm, expandable to 7am to 10pm on
special request.
In an emergency an aircraft can land at
any time.

The runway length is 1335 metres.

Pilot ages.
a) Trainees can start at 14.
b) A trainee can fly solo at 16.
c) A full Private Pilot's Licence (PPL)

can be granted at 17.

Library Exhibition and Lecture 2005
"The Haven"

The Haven, Yateley was a "mother and baby"
home run by the Baptist Union for unmarried
mothers to come and have their babies. It was
opened in 1945, and closed in the late 1960s.
Its site is now occupied by a housing estate
called Greenhaven, off Old Monteagle Lane,
south of the eastern end of Monteagle Lane
Yateley.

The Yateley Society gets more Local History
enquiries about this institution than any other
single aspect of Yateley's History.

2005 will be the 60th anniversary of the opening
of the home. It is hoped to make this the topic
for The Yateley Society's 2005 Library Lecture,
which will be held in May 2005.

We are therefore actively seeking information,
photographs and other memorabilia from former
mothers and children associated with the home,
and from any other people who had
connections with The Haven.

Minley Manor visits - a resounding
success:

When Major Hilary Nash (retired), a member of
the Yateley Society, offered to organise a trip
for 12 members around Minley Manor, he didn't
bargain on my badgering for more and more.
The phone calls and emails poured in asking for
places and in the end he managed to arrange 3
trips for us. Judging from the feedback I've
received, he deserves a huge thanks for being
so accommodating and all his efforts on our
behalf!



OUR MEETINGS ARE HELD AT
YATELEY INDUSTRIES - on the
corner of Mill Lane and the B3272
Reading Road, Yateley, generally on the
3rd Thursday of the month,
8.00 pm Start.
(Entrance to Car Park and Reception from
Lane - to the left of the picture.)

Thursday
16 September 2004

Thursday
21 October 2004

Thursday
18 November 2004
Thursday
16 December 2004

LOCAL HISTORY - DARBY GREEN AND FROGMORE
Richard Johnston will give us an illustrated tour and talk about the interesting historical
properties in the Darby Green and Frogmore area.
THE ANIMALS OF YATELEY COMMON
We had a superb guided walk in June and Yateley Ranger Andy Davison will follow on
from that event with a talk this evening.
To Be Advised

^ CHRISTMAS SOCIAL W

Programme as 01 September 2004

The Conservation Working Party has been helping our the Country Park Rangers with the task of
bridleway construction in Stroods Lane using brushwood foundations, gravel and hogging!
We normally meet at Wyndhams Pool, Cricket Hill at 10.00 am on the last Sunday of every month.
Everyone is welcome to join in the fun!

The Executive Committee (as elected at the AGM each February) meets every 6 weeks and this newsletter is
published as a result of the reports produced for those meetings. The items mentioned here are not
exhaustive, just indicative of latest projects and developments. If you have any specific questions, input or
desire to pursue any of these issues, please contact me or any other member of the Executive Committee.
This is also an appeal if you would like meeting reminders to be sent to you by email, please drop me an email
with your address (updated if you've change it!) and I'll add you to my list.

Jo Hill, tel: (01252) 640909, email io.hill(a>biqfoot.com Yateley Society website: www.hants.orq.uk/yateiey/

Reminder
If you renew your subscription by cash payment, and you are not a recent joiner then your subscription is due
at the end of September. The rates are as follows:- Membership required (please tick as necessary)
Corporate £20.00 • Student £3.50 • Adult £5.00 D
Household £7.50 • Pensioner Household £5.00 • Adult pensioner £3.50 •

Please renew my/our membership of the Yateley Society

Name Address
(1s t line)

E-mail address

Gift Aid [optional)
I am a tax payer and I authorise the Yateley Society to recover Gift Aid from the Inland Revenue.

Signed Date

Please send your subscription slip and payment (cheques payable to Yateley Society) to:-
Yateley Society Membership Secretary
Hartford House, Vicarage Lane, Yateley GU46 7QR


