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OR do you have a neighbour or know of anyone who lived in Yateley during WW2?
We are gathering wartime memories of Yateley from anyone who was around at that
time. Even if they left Yateley to serve in the Armed Forces, or came to Yateley to
work at RAF Hartford Bridge, we want to record their wartime memories on

Saturday 8th or 22nd May at Yateley Library
(IP o'clock start till one)

We need your help to spread the news about our Drop-in days at the Library — and
perhaps your help to drive your contributors to the Library on either of the above
days.

To make this really work we must have a team of members (not necessarily for both
days or all of the time) to record basic information from people who can give us their
memories. We also need people to be the friendly face of the Society and greet, and
a few to help answer queries about the exhibition (crib-sheets provided).

Please phone me (Jo Hill) or the Tiptons on 873378 to get on the list of
helpers!

Some people who went to Yateley Village School in the 1930s have already told us they intend to
descend on us from around Britain. We think we shall need about a dozen volunteers for each
session.
None of this will be difficult and it should be hugely enjoyable. I f you're lucky and our plans work
out you might even get the chance to try a World War Two lunch cooked by students at the Comp.
The Society is offering a prize.

K±) Useful weblinks
The BBC have launched a project called "WW2 People's War". Visit this comprehensive site

to find out more or add your own contributions.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/dna/ww2



TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ISSUES

Manor Corner (1 Mill Lane) - Peter Tipton spoke on behalf of the Society at the Development
Control Committee meeting, putting forward objections about the proposed redevelopment of 1
Mill Lane, (Manor Corner) on the Reading Road. The officers, although deciding before Christmas
to approve the plans, subsequently advised refusal. The Committee voted to refuse the
application. The developers however, had already appealed to the Planning Inspector as the
application had not been decided within the required timescale. The Society has submitted written
material to the Planning Inspector and we now await the decision.

Clarks Farm - A report to Full Council will recommend that the First Alteration to the Hart
District Local Plan (Replacement) 1996 - 2006 allocates Clarks Farm as "suitable for
redevelopment for 2,500 sq m of employment floor space in a landscaped setting, subject to the
removal of the existing uses. " together with some additional criteria"
Robin Hill House - Monteagle Lane - A very visible replacement of one house by 10 x 2-
bedroom flats with parking. An objection letter has been sent.
The Hivings - Handford Lane - Replacement of a bungalow with 6 flats (revised down from 8) and
parking. An objection letter has been sent.

WHAT ELSE IS GOING ON?

LOCAL HISTORY MONTH AT YATELEY LIBRARY
The events for this year'̂ s Local History Month will be the most ambitious local history project the
Yateley Society has undertaken in the 24 years we have been mounting an annual exhibition in
Yateley Library. This year the exhibition, 'Yateley in World War 2', has two main themes: the
Village before WW2, and the Homefront during WW2. Heavily featured will be the Brown family,
and a substantial exhibition on RAF Hartford Bridge, to commemorate the 60th anniversary of D-
DAY, during which the Boston and Mitchell crews played a key role.
The purpose of the Exhibition is to encourage anyone with memories of wartime Yateley, or their
relatives, to drop in on the two Saturday morning sessions at Yateley Library on 8th and 22nd May,
starting at 10 am (see front cover). The Society's WW2 Project is likely to last at least two
years, and any memory, no matter how small, will help to fil l in the local picture of those eventful
years.

Castle Bottom:
Tony Hocking and Clare Bloomer of the Yateley Rangers met with representatives from the

Environment Agency but were dismayed to find that the EA seems content with the incursion
water not being alkaline, when the water should be very acidic and that English Nature would not
support action over incursion of silt. The Society continues to support the Yateley Rangers with
any actions that seem necessary.

Yateley Society and Yateley Town Council Joint Venture:

The Society and Yateley Town Council have made a joint purchase of one
of these - a Hitachi Multi-Media Projector - so that we can share its use.
Having access to this projector means that we can now give high quality
presentations directly from a PC projecting onto a large screen.

I ts first outing was actually in January when Edward Dawson used it at our monthly meeting to
show some very interesting facts and statistics during his presentation "Preparing for the Regional
Assembly". Then at the ASM, we were able to watch the wording of the proposed Resolutions



being amended on a large screen directly as we discussed them! This new tool has already proved
its worth and we look forward to giving it many more outings in the future - particularly during
Local History Month.

Yateley Spring Clean Up
Please give 2 hours of your time for the Yateley Spring Clean Up - a community project!
Meet at the Council Offices on 10 am Sunday April 25th to be issued with council clean up gear.
All welcome including supervised children. Bring friends and neighbours. We will split into groups
covering various parts of Yateley & Frogmore etc. Finish at 12.30. getting together for
refreshments. I f you know any Community Groups that could help please tell them.

Donation to the Society
The Society would like to thank Mrs Tweed who graciously gave a donation to the Conservation
Working Party. New tools will be purchased.

AGM RESOLUTION UPDATE

At the AGM, we had 5 Resolutions to discuss and these were all approved. They are being
circulated to the following:
1) Criminal Damage to SSSIs - Hampshire County Council, Commons Management Committee (and
a copy to the local press)
2) Boundaries of Conservation Areas - Hart District Council, Yateley Town Council.
3) Registration of "Waste of the Manor" - Yateley Town Council
4) Importance of the Yateley-Darby 6reen Gap - Hart District Council, Yateley Town Council,
Local District Councillors
5) Housing Density - Hart District Council.

There were also 2 "Emergency" Resolutions presented, discussed and approved at the ASM which
were not circulated to all members prior to the AGM.
The finalised resolutions are as follows and complete listings of the Resolutions and Explanations
are available on our website www.hants.orq.uk/yateley :

6) Church End Enhancement
This Annual General Meeting of the Yateley Society welcomes the Village Design Statement initiative by
Hampshire County Council and urges the Yateley Town Centre Management Group to adopt this vision
statement for the Church End area.
"Church End is the historic heart of Yateley village, with the parish church as its focus, and a number of
other key buildings contributing to its historic character. The objective is to restore, so far as is possible,
the open and peaceful character Yateley had as a small village, whilst maintaining Church End's function
as its focal point.

7) Temporary Traveller Sites
This Annual General Meeting of the Yateley Society learning that, driven by new legislation, the County
and District Councils of Hampshire have agreed that each District Council will develop two new
Temporary Sites for gypsies and travellers; knowing that two of the four permanent sites in Hampshire
already lie within two miles of Yateley; believing that siting new Temporary Sites close to existing
permanent sites would be misguided; vigorously opposes the principle of establishing a new permanent
site for temporary stopovers in this immediate area.



OUR MONTHLY MEETINGS ARE HELD AT YATELEY INDUSTRIES

Directions:
- on the corner of the B3272
Reading Road and Mill Lane, Yateley
Meetings arc generally on the 3rd

Thursday of the month,
(Entrance to Car Park and Reception
from Mill Lane - to the left of the
picture.)

Thursday 20 May 2004,7.30pm 5 th Yateley Library Lecture, (sponsored by
Hampshire Library Service) - "Lest We Forget"

Twenty-six Yateley men, named on our War Memorial, lost their lives in WW2. Many of those killed
were officers in the Indian Army; one third of the 26 were in the Navy; one third were decorated
for gallantry. The exploits of one featured in two Hollywood films. All these men deserve to be
remembered in Yateley. Peter Tipton of the Yateley Society will recall some of the details of their
lives and service, put into the context of the war as it progressed around the world.
Tickets will again be £1.00 from Yateley Library, or the Yateley Society, or at the door in the Drama
Hall, yateley Centre. The exhibition will be on display throughout the month of May.

Tuesday 1 June 2004 A Stroll in God's Acre
Meet at St Peters Churchyard at 7.00pm. (We aim to finish around 9.00pm)

Jean Mclllwaine - archivist of St Peters Church - will give us a fascinating insight into the 'beneath
ground' residents of this picturesque setting around the church.

Thursday 17 June 2004 The Animals of Yateley Common
Meeting at Wyndhams Pool Car Park, off Cricket Hill Lane at 7.00pm.

One of the Yateley Country Rangers will be guiding us on this walk and explaining about the current
fauna to be found on the Common.

Thursday 15 July 2004 Guided Tour of Minley Manor
Meet at the Manor at 2.00pm

yateley Society member Major Hilary Nash (retired) will be giving us a guided tour. Because the
Manor is occupied, the tour will be from 2pm - 4pm and numbers are restricted to 12. There will be a
charge of £2 per head. Please let me know as soon as possible if you would like to attend - Jo Hill
(01252) 640909 jo.hill@bigfoot.com.
I f numbers are high, we may be able to arrange an additional tour in August!

CONSERVATION WORKING PARTY:
The Conservation Working Party are a well-respected and friendly band of volunteers who meet on the

last Sunday of every month at Wyndhams Pool, Cricket Hill at 10.00 am. They work alongside the Country
Park Rangers to help with general maintenance and special projects on Yateley Common. I f you would like
more information, please call Mike Mann on (01252) 877741 or Tony Hocking on (01252) 875158.

****
The Executive Committee (as elected at the A6M each February) meets every 6 weeks and this newsletter is
published as a result of the reports produced for those meetings. The items mentioned here are not exhaustive,
just indicative of latest projects and developments.
I f you have any specific questions, input or desire to pursue any of these issues, please contact me or any other member
of the Executive Committee. This is also an appeal if you would like meeting reminders to be sent to you by email, please
drop me an email with your address (updated if you've change it!) and I'll add you to my list.

Jo Hill, tel: (01252) 640909, email jo.hill@biqfoot.com
Yateley Society website: www.hants.org.uk/yateley/


