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Yateley Common Hidden Treasures
At our meeting in June, Carol White brought along

some of tier 60
pieces of 7000 year
old flint knapping
from her 2005 digs
on Yateley Common.
She explained all
about her work and
went on to advertise
her archaeological
investigations of

August 2006 which were attended by Richard Johnston,
who reports as follows:
"In spite of some problems with the weather, Carol
White and her archaeological diggers had another
fruitful harvest of mesolithic material from Yateley
Common. This year continued mainly with the site
close to The Ely, but also opened a new area in the
common near the Southwest corner of the Cobbetts
Lane fields. Both sites produced a range of artifacts
typical of sites for making flint tools, such as "blades"
and large quantities of small pieces of flint struck off
during the manufacturing process. The dig and
exhibition held in the library brought to light some local
garden finds."
Carol has offered to give another talk to us on the dig
next year which we will be delighted to take her up on!"

And the Scourge!
Why is Himalayan Balsam a problem?
Every year new plants grow
from seed, but they soon
reach and often exceed
headheight. One plant can
produce up to 800 seeds,
which are viable for around
18 months. Seeds can even
germinate under water.
Once established, Himalayan
Balsam competes effectively
against native plants and has
been known to suffocate native
vegetation. This is particularly evident in the Royal Oah
Valley at the moment.
With the departure of Elliot Fairs from the Countrysid*
Service, the Society was concerned about the Roys
Oak Valley. However, we received a letter from Adan
Green of Countryside Services, thanking the Society fo
all our support and volunteer hours, and assuring us c
their "continuing commitment to the maintenance of thi
public open space."
In the meantime, if you'd like to help with Himalaya;
Balsam pulling, please call Tony Hocking on 0125;
875158.

BORDER WARE POTTERS

It is not well known that the area around Famborough, Cove and Hawley, was the 'Stoke-on-Trenf of Elizabethan and
Jacobean times. In fact the Border Ware potteries flourished from mediaeval times until the 20th century. Their heyday
was in the 17th century, when they supplied up to half the pottery in London, before the Staffordshire potteries took the
market in the early 1700s. Hawley and Cove were then in the parish of Yateley so the Society's records help to unravel
the stories of individual potters.
The Museum of London is about to publish a second book about Border Ware. New development in London results in
new excavations and masses of new finds. Anyone watching Time Team will know that the pottery finds help
archaeologists to date the layers, but not precisely enough. So the new book is about the potteries in Elizabethan times,
when there were significant changes in the production source in Hampshire. Biographies of individual potters: when they
worked and where they originated, who they married, where they lived, are vital to the understanding of, and precise
dating of these changes.
The Museum's specialist in medieval and later pottery has posed several questions to the Society, and so far we have
been able to answer every one. The questions and our answers are on the new Heathlands Research Forum website at
http://heathhist.pbwiki.com/ArcriaeoloqvBorderware

If you are interested in taking part in this documentary research please contact Peter Tipton on 01252 873378 email
monteaqle.house(5>btconnect.com. There are about 6 centuries left to investigate...



TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ISSUES

Mill Farm - An application to replace the cattery and roofing business buildings and replace with a centre for
weddings and wedding receptions. Although the physical form was acceptable, the Society objected on the
grounds of the centre not conforming to policies concerning the Countryside, the Blackwater Valley, Flood plain,
Strategic gap between Yateley and Finchampstead/Sandhurst and Transport accessibility (being near a public
highway and public transports route is a requirement of national Planning Policy), concerns about planning creep,
traffic safety, and the inability adequately to control noise and lighting pollution in this open sensitive location.

Clarks Farm - the Local Plan Inspector has agreed with Hart District Council to limit development on this site to
2500 sq m. The Appeal lodged by Linden Homes regarding the office development has been withdrawn.

Hart Core Strategy - Public Participation is invited in the consultation regarding Hart's revised Housing
Trajectory from 2006 - 2026. The Preferred Options Document may be viewed at the Civic Offices in Fleet,
Yateley Library or Yateley Council office. The document is lengthy: responses are required by 20 September.

Blackwater Valley

Your chance to make Yateley
an even better place to live....

Don't forget to check the progress of the
Yateley Parish Plans at:
http://yateleyparishplan.pbwiki.com

affordable housing : amenities d facilities
business <S shopping : community safety
health <$ wellbeing : transport services
heritage & conservation sport <& leisure

Walkers, cyclists, families, ^ ^ ^ ^
wheelchair users, horse riders, " ^ ^ ^ " (2oiLTltrVSide
anglers, dog owners, young and old all use ^
the countryside of the Blackwater Valley and one challenge is
to ensure we continue to meet the needs of all of them.
To help us identify issues and discuss solutions, the
Blackwater Valley Users Group meet three times a year.
Their collective advice and support make an important
contribution to the Valley's long-term development and
planning for improved access. We are currently looking to
expand this group and are seeking some new recruits.
So are you a user of the Blackwater Valley Path or other
countryside areas in the Valley? Would you be willing to work
with others to identify and discuss particular issues and
problems? Could you represent the views of a particular
group? Have you got the time and inclination to help?
Meetings are usually held during the day in Ash or Mytchett.

If you are interested and would welcome the opportunity to
get involved, please get in touch with Sue Dent on 01252
331353 for an informal chat, or email sue. dent(5)hants. qov.uk

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

With this issue of the Newsletter, you should receive a Membership
Renewal Notice because all memberships are due for renewal in
September. Please remember to complete and return the form in

order to keep receiving your Newsletter and maintaining your
membership. Thanks!

Sad Farewells
The Society was sad to learn of the death of Doug Coltart at the start of August. Doug was a keen supporter of
everything to do with Yateley, particularly St Peters Church. He, and his wife Win, had been members of the
Society for many years.
Doug was the friendliest of men, always stopping for a word and usually a joke, with the many people he knew in
the town. A visit to Waitrose without his cheery voice hailing one across the shop was a rare occurrence.
Everybody who knew Doug will miss him greatly and we offer our sincere condolences to Win and their family.

We were also distressed to learn of the accident, earlier this year in Yateley, when Mrs Muriel Brent tragically
lost her husband Rudy. We express our heartfelt condolences.



THE SIMMONDS GRAVES REVISITED by Tony Hocking

In March 1993 Jean Mcllwaine drew our attention to
the very unusual grave marker in St Peters'
churchyard, dedicated to the Simmonds family. This
grave marker was, and is, a wooden equivalent of a
tombstone; an oak framework painted white with the
names of the family members lettered in black on a
series of vertically mounted planks.
In 1993 the marker had deteriorated severely since
its last refurbishment 20 years before. The joints had
opened up, the wood was rotting badly, most of the
decorative finials were missing or broken and the
whole thing was covered in mould and lichen. The
Simmonds marker was the last surviving local
example of its kind, and the Yateley Society agreed
that it should not be allowed to disintegrate and
vanish and the Executive Committed agreed that up
to £250 could be spent. Jean Mcllwaine pointed out
that refurbishment or complete replacement had
proved necessary every 15 or 20 years in the past.A
series of frighteningly large estimates were obtained
for the work (up to £1800 for the woodwork and up to
£3500 for the signwriting), which put the idea on hold
for some time. *

Eventually, in April 1995, an estimate of £705 was
received for restoration of the woodwork and a
reluctant go-ahead was given. The job was
undertaken by a firm employing Gail Pattenden, who
personally carried out most of the work. This

proceeded rapidly, but the question of the signwriting
was still undecided. Donations were invited, and
some £130 was received. David Lister, then
Chairman, commissioned the painting and
signwriting, largely at his expense, on the
understanding that grants would be requested from
bodies such as Hart District Council and he would be
recompensed. The bill came to nearly £600. Thus,
the total came to round about £1300 for the complete
project, greatly exceeding the initial monies allocated.
The result of the work, and of the considerable
financial outlay, can be seen on the north side of the
main path through the churchyard.
Time and the weather are once more taking their toll
of the fabric of the grave marker; some bits of wood
are splitting, some have fallen off and many bits are
rotting away. The condition is not yet desperate, but
it will get that way in a short time.
If this highly unusual structure is to be rescued a way
has to be found to achieve this. Large donations
would need to come forward - as the above story
shows that it will be expensive, far beyond what can
be undertaken by the Yateley Society every 10-15
years without distorting its priorities. Suggestions
about possible ways of securing the future of the
Graves would be gratefully received by any member
of the Executive Committee.

1995 volunteers restoring the Symmonds Graves.

The Hampshire and Isle of Wight
Wildlife Trust

Grazing for Biodiversity Project
in North East Hampshire

The Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust has launched an exciting new Project in the north and east of
Hampshire which will see large areas of conservation land being managed using grazing. The land in the Project is
a combination of existing reserves that are either owned or managed by the Wildlife Trust, and also land owned by
the Ministry of Defence. The two organisations have formed a partnership which will allow the Trust to graze not
only their own sites but also those owned by the MoD, allowing conservation grazing to be looked at in a new and
productive way. The Trust has also secured good quality winter grazing which provides flexibility and security for
livestock to over-winter near by if needed.
North Hampshire is fortunate to be rich in fantastic wildlife sites, many of which benefit from being grazed.
Unfortunately the area has seen a decline in livestock farming so many conservation managers are struggling to
find the appropriate livestock that they so desperately need to assist them with the management of their sites. The
Project is currently looking into suitable livestock owners who want to get involved and can benefit. Long term we
also plan to look into local produce marketing and setting up viable grazing schemes. Imagine how great it would
be to be able to buy quality conservation-grade meat that was grown on your local heathland and was stocked in
you local butcher?
The Project is also working hard to involve local people in the Project to get involved for all different things,
including hearing your opinions about the site, checking the wellbeing of livestock, perhaps putting up posters and
also in the winter we will be holding practical tasks out on the heath too. A guided walk at Velmead Common, on
12th August, had an excellent turn out from local people and so started this positive process of getting to know
each other. If you would like to get involved or to find out more why not contact Laura Willing, Grazing Project
Officer on LauraW(a)hwt.orq.uk or 01489 774434. Our website is http://www.hwt.org.uk/.



PROGRAMME OF EVENTS - 2006
Our meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at Hedgecroft. Bracken Lane, Yateley, 8.00 pm
start unless otherwise stated. I f you would like to receive email reminders about meetings, please email me
io.hill.45@ntlworld.com

Thursday
21 September 2006

Saturday
23 September 2006
Sunday
24 September 2006

Thursday
19 October 2006

Thursday
16 November 2006

Thursday
14 December 2006

Thursday
18 January 2007

Thursday
15 February 2007

Thursday
15 March 2007
Tnursday
20 April 2007
Thursday
18 May 2007
Thursday
15 June 2007

RSPB - Joanna Butler
Thames Valley Planning - this will enlighten us on the planning and SPA regulations
and how it will affect our local area and protected birds on the common.
Fungal Foray - Led by Andy Davidson
Meeting at Wyndhams Pool Car Park at 2pm.
Go Wild In September
yateley Common - Join the Yateley Society Conservation Group and the HCC
Countryside kangers who will be clearing birch from the heathland from 10am to
lpm. Meet Wyndhams Pool Car Park off Cricket Hill Lane.
A series of events is happening throughout September, organised by the Blackwater
Valley countryside Partnership. For more information call 01252 331353 or visit
www.blackwater-valley.org.uk
Hampshire Playing Fields Association - Malcolm Miles
Having helped to provide and protect sport and children's play areas in Hampshire
for over 75 years, find out about their recent projects in Yateley.
Farnham's Hop Growing Heritage - Chris Hellier
A light hearted look at 300 years of hop growing around Farnham and its impact on
the town and surrounding area.
The Holly Story - Chris Howkins
Tracing the history of the great Midwinter Festival and the story of the plants we
use at Christmas.
Loddon and Eversley Heritage Group - Alison Cross
This joint initiative was established to meet the challenge of protecting and
enhancing all that is special about the area whilst promoting a healthy and
sustainable rural economy.
http://www.loddon-eversley.org.uk/
AGM
This is the most important meeting of the year and we must have a quorum. Come
along, have a glass of wine and exercise your Member's right to vote.
Local Trees Fact and Folklore - Chris Howkins

Yateley Parish Plans - update
http://yateleyparishplan.pbwiki.com
Border Ware - see article on Front Page
Investigate the wiki website: http://heathhist.pbwiki.com/ArchaeologyBorderware
yateley Common SSI Archaelogical Investigations - Carol White
More interesting finds on Yateley Common in the 2006 summer dig.

The Conservation Working Party:
We normally meet at Wyndhams Pool, Cricket Hill at 10.00 am on the last Sunday of every month. Everyone
is welcome to join in the fun! It was found that the tap-dancing cows grazing at Castle Bottom proved too much
for the rickety boardwalks, so the August Conservation Working Party were challenged with building new
boardwalks which would withstand the bovine boogie.
The aim is to help the Yateley Rangers in all sorts of tasks in the upkeep of Yateley Common. To find out more,
please call Mike Mann on 01252 877741.

Editor - Jo Hill, tei: (01252) 640909, email io.hill.45(5'ntlworld.com
Yateley Society website: www.hants.ora.uk/vateley'
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We normally meet at Wyndhams Pool, Cricket Hill at 10.00 am on the last Sunday of every month. Everyone
is welcome to join in the fun! It was found that the tap-dancing cows grazing at Castle Bottom proved too much
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The aim is to help the Yateley Rangers in all sorts of tasks in the upkeep of Yateley Common. To find out more,
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Yateley Society Membership Renewal for Subscriptions due 30th September 2006

Please renew my/our membership of the Yateley Society
Address
T'line

Name

E-mail address

(please delete as necessary)I enclose payment of £
I pay by Standing Order
If you wish to start payments by Standing Order please complete the Standing Order Mandate
Membership required (please indicate)

D Corporate £20.00 Student £3.50
• Household £7.50 Pensioner Household .. £5.00
D Adult £5.00 Adult pensioner £3.50

Gift Aid (optional)
I am a tax payer and I authorise the Yateley Society to recover Gift Aid from the Inland Revenue.

Signed Date

Standing Order Mandate

To Bank Branch

Bank
Address

Please process this as a New Instruction

Please amend my Previous Standing Order quoting Reference/Benefician

Details of Account to be debited:

Tick one box

Sort Code

Account Number

Account Name

Beneficiary Details

Bank BARCLAYS BANK,
Sort Code 20 16 99

Account Number 70989371

Beneficiary Name

Pavmcnt Details

Reference

YS

YATELEY BRANCH

The Yateley Society

Please Pav now

and annually on 1st October until further notice.

Signature of Account Holder Date

Please return this form to The Yateley Society Membership Secretary,
Hartford House, Vicarage Lane, Yateley GU46 7QR


