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Dear Member:

With this issue you will receive some "Fond Survey" leaflets. The
indetatigable Malcolm Fope iz at work again! = and he needs help in
making & survey of all that lives in and around our ponds, both in the
wild and in ow gardens. If this sounds interesting, please return a
completed form to Malecolm, and try to persuade vour neighbouwrs to do
50 &8 well.

Do you watch the BRC TV "Nature" programmes on Thursday nights? It is
a vary interesting series in which a wide range of ecological topics
is covered., The March 31 programme included a short, well balanced
discussion of the canal preservation/nature conservation argument
concerning the futuwre of our local Basingstoke canal.

FLEASE NOTE:

COPY DATE FOR THE NEXT "STOF FRESS" — 16 May 88 (REMEMBER, ONLY
URGENT ITEMS ACCEFTED)

COFY DATE FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER - 1 Juwly 88.

FROM THE CHATRMAN by Richard H Johnston

About me

May 1 thank vou for your confidence in electing me chairman of this
thriving and very active Society at the Annuwal General Meeting. A few
words about myself are probably appropriate for those of youw who do
not know me well. I have lived in Yateley since 1974, work at the
Transport and Road Research Laboratory in Crowthorne, and have been a
mamher of the Yateley Society for 2 1/2 years. My interests in the
Bociety’'s activities are widey I have organised the Society’'s walks
programme for the last two years, and have contributed principally to
the historical research and planning activities of the Bociety. Over
the last two years I have been mostly involved with the architectural
aurvey of Yateley Hall. I shall have to continue to pursue this
activity at a high level while chairman because of my specific
expertises.

How 1 see my job

Apart from the Yateley Hall project, however, I intend to adopt a
mainly coordinating role: in my view it is difficult for the chairman
to coordinate the Society’'s many activities and encouwrage those who
are purswing them i+ he becomes too immersed in any one of them. I
said at the AGM that I would like members to see the Hociety as a
vehicle through which they can seek to achieve objectives for Yateley
which are important to them, provided of course that those objectives
are consistent with those of the Society. 1 also expressed my wish to
s@e the Bociety have a renewed thrust to its activities.




Review of Society Activities

One of the first td & pf the new kB
heen te carry out a review of the Society’'s acltivities, both as an
audit of those activitie meEars by which we can go on to
reassess  the priorities of the bociety. I think that even the
menbers of the Committee who have been assocliated with the bHoclety
gince its inception have been amazed at JU;% what & very large numbers
of activities the Society d taks. Even the list so far is
probably incamplete — ¢ in the Natural History aicres, which
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Sociﬁty will come forward to me with their ideas about what the
Society should concentrate on., 1 am waiting to hear from you.

At present the main areas of activity are 1) Planning applications,
appeals, listed buildings, conservation areas, 2) Local history
documentary research, oral history, historic buildings, 3) Natuwral
History y cataloguing, &tec, 4) Active Conservation -
maintenance of part of the Common and the Royval Oak Valley, eto,.
Activity is being pursued in all these areas, but the number of active
workers in all of them is limited, and active interest in Natural
History in particular is weaker than it once was, All these areas
wold welcome the help of new people to carey theouwah these tashks.
Flease do not be put off by your inexpeErience, oF imagine that these
areas are fiefdoms in which vows assistence would be unwelcomne. This
is not so - éven i+ some of the pres L workers do seem rather
tormidele in thelr knowledge oF exparience. We all had to learn
onece, and the only way te learn how to do most of the Society's
activities is By working alongside those who have more esperience.

Project Management

The eftoi-t we have must he used efficie we need to try to avold
starting activities which we cannot see through to completion. For
thie reason proposed projects will be assessed for viability before
heing undertaken. DOnoce startec ] 5 of the project will be
peripdically reviewed. The Committe w:l] be setting up a system of
review of progress. This 1s intended to help those responsible for
projecte by ensuring they get the help and encowragement they nesd.

S that ouwr list of activities is lete, I should like to hear from
ary member who 1s doing any seort ko owhich is related, even fairly
pecripheral ly, to the obljectiv Sociely. Thias will enswuwre that
the Society can give such help, encowragemnent and back up as you may
need. Far some acti i the backing of the Socielty

i
can help to secuwe the co-operation of cutside
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Actions by the Executive Committes since the Annual General Meeting
The ABM it=elt was a lively ooccasiopn at whi”h we approved & total of
five formal motions, which were unanimously or overwhelmingly carried
in each case. The Committ as since made the relevant authorities
aware of the bDotiety’'s vie appropriate. & further motion railsed
under "any other business" asked the Executive Committes to take steps
to assiset with replanting trees which had been lost in the October
Fuirei canes., The Executive Commitbes has decided to donate £200 towards
a tree planting programme bheing undertaken by Yateley Town Councili we
understand that our donation will be matched by an equal sum from the
County Council. The AGM also asked ws to consider ways of uwdurtnq
the ftinancial capital of the bHociety: this will be examined when the
priorities of the bBociety have bheen reviswsd. Tl :
offered £408 by the Town Cnumtll tor the production of postcards, and
is now investigating the lities. e main activity of the
Committee has been the rm*’“ activitie 1 above. Malcolm
Fope has been co-—opted a af the Executive Committes ~ he
does a lot of work for nature conservation. Finally, all members are
most welcome to attend the meetings of the Executive Commitltee.

G Lommil ttes nas e

(Ed s noter—~ You can ask any Committee member for the date and venus
af the next meeting. Mestings are usual held in a prlv“tr house, =0
it yvou wish to attend please check with the host or hostess that there
will be room!)

T




NEW MEMEBERS

A warm welcome is extended to the following new members who have
recently Jjoined the Society

Pr & Hon. Mrs Bergel, Dolphin House, Beaver lLane, Yatelsy.
M- & Mes King, 1é Handford Lane, Yateley,

MAY FAYRE -~ GOODE FOR S6LE by Stesghanie Fattenden

Spring 1s here again and with it comes the MAY FAYRE on Monday May
2nd. Be once again I'm appealing for contributions to sell on our
stall. Anything in the way of cakes, preserves and handicrafts will be
most acceptable. So that we can price and package the goods please
deliver them to 26 Home Park Roasd, off Hall Lane, during the weekend
betore the Fayre.

Thank vou.

by James &

WORDSEARCH PUZZLE

Morma Dowling

The names vou were asked to find were:

Lawson Cypress Clak Yeu Al cier
Fopl ar Maple

Teal Muthatoch wWiren Coot
Heron

Emperor Moth Gatekesper Bmall Copper Comma

Hi o Fenry Bun Hatin
Ragaed Robin

Gorse Heath
Bugle Ryie [y

¥ Foppy Bracien

Hermit Lralb Eat MNewit Tosd
D ¥ e Y

The hidden message was:

"

Yofind Happy Mew Year

HISTORY OF CRICEET MILL & DARE

some nistorical

we if we can supply

new Conservation Areas at Cricket Hill
anything of the history of the

i rersl:

R2014) for

Hart District Council have
background foar the two prope
and Darby Breen, 3 i
wolild yvou plsase be kind enough to
(872240) for Cricket Hill, or to Gordon Harland (Camberley

Darby Green.

if v M

pass it to Valerie

Thie sort of thirg that would be helpful is the date of buildings, and

the sarlier owners and uses of babbh buildings and land., Title deeds

=

il in fact are always

often contain a great deal of information, ar
valuable to the Local History Group who would be glad to borrow them
for photocopying.
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THE MISSING TEN COMMANDMENTS by Geots

Those who attended Jean Mollwaine ' s talk on 5t Feter's church on 26th
Januwary 1988 will doubtl srall mention being made of the two metal
nlagues, on which we I the Ten Commandments, that were
removed from the interior 0+ thu chwreh o the late 1970s during
redecoration and subseguentiy lost.

One of these, bhearing Commandments 8 to 10, has been found by M David

by the preavious

Hinton amongst other items ledt in
i i extensively but has

cwner o his house. The p) A e
noaw been recorded and pho 'qr aph

Somegwhere there should be the plﬁnhp Dearing Lommandments 1 to 4 and

if anyone has any knowledgs of £ pleasss advise me OF any
meEmbier of the Societ g of TEP'E chwreh, =0 that 1t can be
rEecorded.
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and format, 18 a metal plate 't wnder 116" thick, overall ]Hnulh
AZ" and width 19Y. The top is arched hapﬁ WJLh the TNV ORI
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Tt numbering
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DOWN BUT NOT CUT by Elizabesth Tipton

Anongst the thousands of words powring out in lamentation and
exhortation in the wake of The S5torm of last October were some neatly
effective ones from Hart District Council. Dieplayved on the counter
of the Flanning Department in the Civic Offices is this notice:
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sEEING THE WOOD FOR THE TREEES by Valerie Rersliake

1

Britain had almost run oubt of tress by the ¢
wa learnt from Brian Hibbert of the Forestey
talk to us in March. The country’'s woodland cover was orly S4. The
GBovernment became alarngd and gave out information, grants and tax
advantages to encourage large landowners to plant forests. In 1919 the
Forestry Commission was formed and enpowered to buy and plant 1and,
though noe agricultural land might be used for timber until two years
ago. They were forced to I B Eas poor soil, often on wupland
Fillsides wsed For aring or subsistence farming. Broad-lesaved
trees, apart from illow, would not grow here so h
Bperias were lhﬂj@ﬁ, sitka spruce, Norway spruc )
and lodgepole pine, which had followsd the retreating gl
the ice age. Now that agerioultuer=sl 1and s avallabhle thers ars
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destiructive bark beetle,
When asked about tree planting, Mr Hibbert said a small tree (12"

with a good root system and staked for a year does better than a large
one (even though more ligble to accidental or deliberate destruction).

It is important to break up the ground all around, especially if
compacted by, say, machinery, for roote will only extend into soil
that containsg air, moisture and nubtrients. A patech a metre or so
acrass showld be cleared of all vegetationy young trees are easily
deteated by the agyre Pve roots of gerass in partioul ar.

Wildlite in the forests Flowridshing. Goshawks now breesd in upland

forests, Fences are $itlted with "catflaps" where there are badgers who
would otherwise pull the fences down. Dear of all sorts have increased
@normaunsly, and with nedther wold nor Lynx to prey uapon them, bthelr
numbers have to be controlled. The Red desgr and the Sika are

interbhreaeding, and the

@ ds & danger that the true genstic identity of

the Fed deer may be last., I+ you are ever lucky enough to come wpon &
vouneg fFawn curled in the andergrowth, do not toweh dt. Thouwgh it may

Lok abandoned the mother will be hiding close by but will not return
to her baby if it smells of human.

The grey squirrel is a considerable problem, but the greatest problem
pf all is man with his wilful nageE, pol lation and never-anding trail

gf litter.

FLOWERY JOE OFFER by Valerie kEerslake

Chrris Hall has several listes of botanical species that he has abserwved
an Yateley Commen over the past few years, and woulad like tao get them
aorted out and combined with similar Yateley Society records. As he

does not see himseld finding time for this in the forgeeable futuwre,
e wondered whether any of ouwre members would be able to do it

A little botanical knowledge to start with wowld be wsedul for copldng
with the Latin names, but whoever took it on wowld have acquired a lot
more by the end of the Job, and would also know a good deal about the

enormously varied flora of the common.

It might appeal to a student in the environmental field or perhaps two
working together. Typing would not be essential, Chris said, though it
might produce & neater result.

I+ anvone wants to know more (without necessarily being committed)
pleasse ming me on Yateley 8723240 and we rnofind out exactly what
Chrd s needs,
—
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TREE HMOTION by Eiizabsth Tipton

Partly with the storm damage in mind, but alsc with the idea of
environmental improvement for Yateley, the AGM in January approved a
motion from the floor calling for the Executive Committee to consider
expending some of the Society’'s funds on tree planting. #As it
happened the suggestion has turned ocut toc be most apposite.

Although not suffering the drastic devastation of the timbers of
Nymans, Fetworth, Eew or even the Hog's Back near Guildford, Yateley
lost between S00 and 600 mature and semi-mature hardwood trees.
Conssouently Yateley Town Council was already considering ways and
means to repair the damage and respondsd with alacrity to the First
tentative enguiry from the Sociely. Now the Town Council has launched
its Tree Sponsorship Campaign, with the Scociety’'s £200 being the first
financial donation from the comnunity.

(

Ul
|

The Town Council has already identified certain priority sites for
replanting, for exampls ai Heathlands Cemetry, but is happy for the
Sogristy to suggest other sites and sultablis species. In particuiar,

i ' a significant number of plantings can be made with
—mature plants with girths of at least five inches. The Council
ady has some sxperience with tress of this size, having planted
semi—matuwre lime tress on Chandlers Lane. The voung trees have
r sitsed behind three elderly pD]LwrﬂPu specimens whiich have only a
ten—to—Ffiftesen—vear 1i¥ i When the oldies finally collapse,
the voung ones will be ished.

The Storm’'s destruction also Drought with it an overnight awareness of
the value of treses in landscapes and townscapes. It created the
impstus for planting schemes such as this one, which can include us
all in some way. O= Yatelev's Treese Sponsorship Fanp:;gn

progresses, the Society will be liaising with the Town Council and
will do sverything possiole to foster support for the scheme. Ferhaps
concarn for the trees, which help kesp Yateley's rural character in
the +ace of increasin g urbanisation, can be the first concern to link
all the disparate : of Yatelsy ' 's fragmented community.

I¥f vou have any ideas for locations, types of trees, oF any gueries
about the scheme, please contact Valerie Kerslake (872 240) or
Elizabeth Tipton (B73 378).

ROYAL OAK VALLEY-NEW FOOTPATH OFEN &7 LAST by Michael Holroyd

{and & WALED
in the Noewslettss fo

r 52 q A v Footpath
between the upper end of the Roval Oak Vallesy an
i 7 i

i Handford Lane wouldo

come into edistence on October 1757. Ll egaily speaking this was
perfectly true, but the physical footpath took rather ionger to

ADDEST . I hope not too many members had the disappointment of finding
the way =till blocksd. However, Hampshire County Council have
eventually besn persuaded to put the new path into usable condition —
a bia job, which they have done well.

The Society will be having a walk on Sunday 8 May to celisbraies the
opening of the new path. It links two areas in which the Society has
bheen very active — the Royal Oak Yalley itself and the part of Yateley
Common south of Handford Lane. This will be a good chance for members
to see what has been achieved.

y——
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HISTORY MEETINGS by Michasl Holroyd

Wednesday 27 MApeidl Y.Lr ALY.5. 7330pmn

A "asymposium" with several contributors on the history of Yateley
Manor, formerly known as Hall Place. This will include an account by
Gordon Harland of documents in Berkshire Record Office which throw
light on field names and on the Mason family.

Wednescday @25 May Yo AL1.B. 75500

We shall be discussing & booklet written by Valerie Kerslake which we
hope to publish., This is a "history trall” type of publication
covering Forge Court, Vicarage Road, Chandlers Lane and Mill Lane.
There will be slides illustrating the route and comments and
additional information will be weloome.

Tuesday 20 June 5t Peter’'s Ch. 7:30pm
A second visit to 5t Peter s, kindly arranged by Brian Hooper, when we
shall have an opportunity to go up the tower and see the bells, the

clack, and the view from the top.

Wednesday 20 Julv Yoo Aa.l.E 73530pm

"Bring a thing (any old thing)".

The ldea is that everyvons who can should bring some interesting old
object, and i+ poseible tell ws about its history -« o let us guess.
If it is something of local interest, so mach the better.

YATELEY SOCIETY ON MIDED by Tony Hocking

I the last Newsletter Irene Draper mentioned that three of us had
taken part in an Urban Conservation video., We saw the results on
Mareh dZlst at Farnborouwgh Tech.

The video consisted of & resume of all the familiar problems of this
part of Hampshire, the overdevelopment, heavy trattic, etoc, etocy this
was followed by interviews with local organisations trying to make the

pest of what we have and to improve what we have in wban areas.

The organisations represented included the Blackwater Valley Project,
Conservation Voluntesrs, schools which are trying to interest children
in natwre and congervation, and organdsations such as owrs. To owr
aurprise and delight the Yateley Society had one of the longer
interviews and virtually all that we had said was included in the

recording (and not & trace of nerves!), it seems that with a tight
filming schedule not many organisations were able to take part, S0

The real target of the enterprise 1 schools, and an information pack
will sventually be provided for school use.

What we saw was & preview of the video, which has yet to receive its
final editing, o we could get cub! However, even i+ we get reduced
gxrposure in the final version we believe it is worth buying a copy for
the Seciety as it illustrates some of owe aims. When we know the price

we will argue the case with the treasurer!

P
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THE 1988 QFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Foead cent Ecweard Dawson
15, Village Way,
Yateley.
GULZ 78D

Vice Fresident Syverney Loacer
@7y Darby GBreen Lane,
Dearby  Grese,
ELLI7 ODN

Chadrman Richard Jolhnston
4, Dungells Lane,

Yatel ey.

GLL7 TEY

Vice Chalrman Tony Hocking
SO Gonnaught Close,
- Yateley.
L7 700

Secralary Debra Feading
4 1%, Greenleas Close,
i Yateley.

BUL7 7L

T e e s g Gharles Craven-Bartle
' 28, Walnut Glose,

Yatel ey,
GLL7 7DA

Qther Committes Members.

Diana Healey Yatel ey 873198
Geot+ Hoare Yatel ey B72948
Michasl Holeoyd Yatelay 87247359
Valerie Herslake Yatel ey 872240

Maloalm Fope Yateley 8732761

Margarelt Taylor Everaley (935 7354804

Yatelay B77458

Yatel ey B72450

Yateley 872632

Yatelaey B785188

Yateley B793518

Yatel ey B70879

(co-optead)

N. B, The Executive Commities may oo-opt other memnbers
to the Committes i+ the need arises.

pt the Society
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YATELEY SOCLETY PROGRAMME 1988 (FROM _AFRIL 24)

CONSERVATION TN ACTION - B lding
slaeper bridges in the Royal Oak
Valley. Led by Simon Pilpel, B.V.C.V.

Car park behind 108 O0am
the Royal Oak 5

HESTORY The history of Yateley Ywles P uih
Mare (Mall Place)s & symposiumn.
Talks by Gordon Harland and other contributors

7 a B0pm

Wed ke, o« Royal Dak Valley and Fublic Car Park 28 apm
Yateley Common, inclading Bghdnd the Roval Oak.

Lhe new fooatpath, Led by Irene Draper and Charles Craven.

MATLRAL MISTORY EVENIMG WALK Car park opposite 7:15pm

- Gondfers in Bramshill Forest. . Neots Rd. off (Mete fimel) |

Need transport? the EBEversley-Heckfield road.
Ring Irene Draper 870470 Map ref Sl 764 &14

Monthly Review of Local Flanning i I W 78 50pm

o

"Countryside Action" Chrise Hall tells us that Sun 22 to

ikt

WILLD FLOWER Wl - along the Canal car park 2 O0pm
Bagingstoke Canal. Led by Tony ppposi te bthe Barley Mow.
Muridell ,Hampshire Natuwraliste Trust. Map ref S0 778 558

HISTORY - Froposed "History Trail"” Y.O0o AGL.8 7aE0Qpm
publication

e —— e e

NEATURAL HESTORY The lLife Oyole Yella Aalaed 7w A0Em

of the Money Bee. I1luste a6l balk
by John Weiglev. (He may have an obgervation hive!)

VISIT to the HowWk CONMESERVANCY 11 e ACam
Introductory talk at 11330,

Flying demos 1@, SHpm, Spme 4pm.

Hawk Grsy. Cae FPark
Bignposted oft A i
See notes below.

Monthly Review of Local FPLanning Yolu Aeleld 78 30pm
HISTORY - Visit to 8t Peter ‘s -7 1
Church tower, bells and clock. Buide -

“wmo Do
Mg e .

72 EOpm

HAWK CONSERVANCY VISIT

The Mawk Conservancy 18 located 3 172 miles west of Andover. Do
Andovere or Weyvhill, follow signs from A 3035,

Armission will be Acdul ts £2,00, childrsn 3 to 18 yrs £1.00,

Denior Citizens £1.50.

-

w0

A Farty Booking has been made, to make use of this we need at

least 20 people; tell Ireng Draper (870470} as soon as possible if you are
interested.

FT0 for Ju
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YATELEY SOCTETY FROGRAMME JINY 15788

Thurs 14 NATURAL MHISTORY~GRAVEL FIT WALE Mead aham  Gireen 7:15pm
Ian Corbin, Berks,Bucks % Oxon park cuteide (Mt e f
Matuwralist Trust, will lead a walk Mowlsham House the time)

around the gravel pit lakes on the
Eenrkshire side of the Blackwater.

Wead 20 HISTORY = "Heing & thing - Yoa e

| o, 70 A0pm
Car o o R i O
W ary old thing)

Thurs 21 Monthly Review of Local Planmning Yalle Pralss i)

78 30pm

y Mo By No formal mestings in Auoust

e i i
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JOIN INTHE

YATELEY
SOCIETY’S

PONDS
GARDEN POND
SURVEY

FOR MORE INFORMATION -

YATELEY
SOCIETY'’S

PONDS
GARDEN POND
SURVEY

FOR MORE INFORMATION -

PLEASE COMPLETE THE PLEASE COMPLETE THE
COUPON AND RETURN TO: COQUPON AND RETURN TO:
MALCOLM POPE MALCOLM POPE
12 GREEN END 12 GREEN END
YATELEY - CAMBERLEY YATELEY - CAMBERLEY
SURREY GU17 ITU SURREY GU17 ITU
Name Name
Address Address
Post Code Post Code
Telephone Telephone

PLEASE PRINT THE ABOVE DETAILS CLEARLY

Please indicate any special interests —

POND DIPPING .....coccoccuerssnns 0
AMPHIBIANS ....oocooconmvvrrmmsrsinne 0
CONSERVATION ..o []
PHOTOGRAPHY ....occcooeorrverio

PLEASE PRINT THE ABOVE DETAILS CLEARLY

Please indicate any special interests —

POND DIPPING .....cocoomcrcrccin ]
o A 0]
CONSERVATION ..o [|
PHOTOGRAPHY ...oocooosceer

PONDS ARE
DANGEROUS

SUPERVISED CHILDREN ONLY
A PARENT MUST BE PRESENT

PONDS AR.E
DANGEROUS

SUPERVISED CHILDREN ONLY
A PARENT MUST BE PRESENT

‘GETWET"GETWET"GET WET’

JOIN INTHE|

JOIN INTHE

YATELEY |
SOCIETY'’S

PONDS|
GARDEN POND |
SURVEY

FOR MORE INFORMATION -
PLEASE COMPLETE THE
COUPON AND RETURN TO:

MALCOLM POPE
12 GREEN END
YATELEY - CAMBERLEY
SURREY GU1I ITU

Name

Address

Post Code

Telephone
PLEASE PRINT THE ABOVE DETAILS CLEARLY

Please indicate any special interests —

POND DIPPING ......oocoorrcsrnine [ ]
CONSERVATION ... [j
PHOTOGRAPHY ........ocvorvcrin

PONDS RRE
DANGEROUS

SUPERVISED CHILDREN ONLY
A PARENT MUST BE PRESENT

L LT




