
T H E Y A T E L E Y S O C I E T Y

NEWSLETTER No. 25
January 1986 ...

E d i t o r : Jean Kerr (Yateley 872265)

Dear Member

FROM THE EDITOR ' ' ' ' • '. ' •

Our thanks to Christine Heckscher, who has very kindly volunteered to
type the Newsletter ' To avoid the task being too onerous, it is
important to have enough time before, publication date, to eliminate a
mad rush; for her sake, as well as mine, Elizabeth Tipton's and all the
distributors', I thank you foi your co-operation, and ask for
contributions for the next issue by Monday, 3rd March - make a note in
your nice new diaries'.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Elizabeth, who masterminds
the duplicating and distribution of the Newsletter, and all the
distributors who trudge through the ice and snow of winter and the rains
of summer to deliver it to your door - thank you everyone.

THE BUTTERFLIES OF YATELEY by Robert Guest

Up to thirty species of butterfly may be seen in the Yateley area, that
is approximately half of the total for the whole of-Britain. There are
representatives of five families, as follows:-

Pieridae (White and Yellows) . . . .

In addition to the well-known Large White and Small White, this family
includes the Green-veined White, which resembles the Small White, but
does not harm garden crops, and the Orange Tip, found in spring mainly
on the edges of woodland and in hedgerows. The Brimstone, commonly the
first butterfly to be seen in the year, sometimes as early as February,
is also a member of this group, as is the Clouded Yellow, a migrant
species which occasionally arrives here in large numbers; this last
happened in 19&3« :

Hesperiidae (Skippers) . • . ...

Four members of this family occur locally, the Dingy Skipper, which flies
earliest,' in May and June, the Large Skipper, appearing about a month
later, and the Small Skipper and Essex Skipper, which can only be
distinguished from each other on very close inspection. All of these
are found mainly in rough, grassy places.

Lycaenidae (Blues, Coppers and Hairstreaks)

Three Blues are found in this area, each in a different type of habitat.
The Holly Blue is a woodland and garden species, while the Silver-
studded Blue prefers heathland. The Common Blue is most likely to be
seen in open, -grassy areas,- nnd the same is true of another member of
this group, the Small Copper. The two Hairstreaks which are found
locally also have contrasting habitats, the Green Hairstreak flying
mainly in the .ricinity of shrubs such as gorse, while the Purple
Hairstreak spends much of its time around the upper branches of oak
trees.
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Nymphalidae (Vanessids etc.)

This family includes the Peacock, Small Tortoiseshell and Comma, which
are resident species that hibernate as adults, and the Red Admiral and
Painted Lady, which migrate to this country from the south. All occur in
a wide variety of habitats, and are commonly seen in gardens. The White
Admiral, a woodland butterfly, has also been recorded in Yately in small
numbers recently.

Satyridae (Browns)

The Meadow Brown and Gatekeeper are both very common, the former occurring
in any open, grassy locality, the latter particularly along hedgerows.
The Speckled Wood is also common, being found mainly in woodland, and at
almost any time from spring until early autumn. Other fairly common
Browns are the Small Heath and Ringlet, while smaller numbers of the
Grayling and the Wall Brown may be seen, the former being another species
typical of heathland. Finally the Marbled White (a Brown in spite of its
name) should be mentioned; this is known to occur on Hazeley Heath, and
there have also been very occasional reports of it in Yateley.

PLAYING-PASS-THE-PUBLICATION by Valeric Kerslake

One of the onerous perks of the executive committee is having access to
the various periodicals and newsletters sent to the Society. These are •
mainly from organizations with environmental interests, or local societies
with whom we exchange our own, and are issued at fairly regular intervals.

The circulation system is very simple: a list of names is attached'to
each publication and one hands it on to any not yet crossed out. If a YS
meeting is imminent it is worth waiting for as there may be more than one
potential reader present. Or one can take it expressly to the house of
another member and hope to squeeze it through the letter-box. The practice
of storing them in one's car in expectation of a chance encounter with a
suitable recipient is to be discouraged.

There is no reason why all our members should not share in the fun. Tell
the Secretary, Pam Harverson, if you would like your name added to the
circulation list, but don't expect results for a while - unless you can
devise a more streamlined set of rules.

We usually receive the following:

HERITAGE OUTLOOK. Bi-monthly, illustrated journal of the Civic
Trust, with environmental news of town and countryside, and reports
on amenity societies like our own.

HABITAT. Published by The Council for Environmental Conservation.
A digest of current activities in the field, particularly concerning
wildlife, and including parliamentary reports, book reviews and
future events.

PRESERVATION IN ACTION. The Newsletter for Building Preservation
Trusts, published twice-yearly by The \rchitectural Heritage Fund.

FRIENDS OF THE EARTH Newsletter. Duplicated newsletter of the
Surrey/Hants Borders branch., with news of local, national and
world issues and campaigns in the environmental field.

THE CAMB3RLEY SOCIETY Newsletter.
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THE MINLEY BOUNDARY by Geoff Hoare

During my recent talk on the Yateley boundaries I briefly mentioned the
Minley Manor boundary,as described by an estate worker in 1516 and the
difficulty in reconciling it with our present knowledge of the boundary.
The section of the description in question refers to "continuing north
to Penny Hill", which is in Yateley Heath Wood, and ''leaving it on the
right hand". If taken literally, this would place the boundary to the
west of the hill instead o the east where we are sure it actually ran.

However, I have just found reference in a translation of the 9th century
"Life of King Alfred'' to a Welsh/British term "i parth dehov" or "on '
the right hand" which was the normal way for a Welshman at that time to
refer to something to the south, which, when applied to the Minley
boundary description, makes sense of it. The reference to leaving
Penny Hill on the right hc.nd would mean leaving it to the south i.e.
still running north, which is as it should be.

While it does fit nicely into the Minley boundary description it does
depend on the useage of a native British/Welsh commonly-used term
continuing through into post-medieval Yateley. This could depend on
the original reason for the identification of south with the right hand
and north with the left or "sinistra". The sun never moves across the
north and to the ancient Egyptians the north was the home of the dead
and in the medieval period the north side of the churchyard was the abode
of the devil. Facing the altar at the east end the north would be to the
left and the south to the right. Lacking a map, compass or knowledge of
the cardinal points perhaps this would be the normal method of orientation
for a rural worker who probably did not move far beyond the bounds of the
'estate.

DARBY GREEN POND, BARTLiSTT' S POND, OR SYDNEY'S POND by Sydney Loader

Ponds are so often part of the English scene that we sometimes forget
that they were essential to the rural economy, and this one is no
exception. The neighbouring farm gives its importance, being named Pond
Farm .and the nearby little house Pond Cottage. Water of course is the
necessity of man (should I say persons) and beast, and had to be available.
The house would have its well but much more was required for stock.
There would be horses and cows, pigs and geese and ducks, and in earlier
days oxen. It is likely that most of the farms in the Blackwater valley
were settled by our Saxon forefathers.

When I was young I often saw the wagons and carts coming either from
Frogmore or down across the common by Bayfield Cottage and enter the
pond from Frogmore side and pause while the horses drank and the cart
wheels tightened, after a while the cart would be moved enough to let the
rest of the wheels be immersed, then on across the road and into the
farmyard.

In the summer the local children (about 20 in all) would play and paddle
in the pond and the boys fished for the tiny minnows, sticklebacks etc.,
or try to catch the nimble eft (pronounced effet). In the winter, of
course, it was slides; skates were unknown to us children. There would
then be shallow pools on the common where the football ground is now. A
good one was in front of Mr. G. Parkers Smithy which made a slide about
20 feet long.
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Except for a few scrubby willows by the Reading road where the stream
comes down, and a row of pollarded willows in front of The Greyhound and
the cottages (lost when the road was widened) there were no trees on this
part of Darby Green, from Clarks Farm to Globe Farm, but wild flowers
abounded. Besides the three heathers there were the pink Orchid, Kingcups,
Meadow Thistle, Mint, Meadow Sweet, many smaller flowers and majiy mosses
and Water Cress. •. .

The old Bartletts who lived at Pond Cottage, then a small thatched house
with roses and a vine on the front of it, had to get all their water from
a little dipping well across the road beside the pond which may still be
there under the scrub.

How the surroundings have changed, only 30 years ago we could see our
house from the A.30.

The work of restoration has been very well done and much credit is due to
Yateley Town Council who supported md helped to finance the venture. Sadly
I heard later that a man with a metal detector took many coins from the
site including,a Roman one with an impression of the main gate of Silchester.
We would like to hear more about this.

THE YEAR OF THE YAFFLE . by Mary Robins

I985 may have been less than perfect weather-wise for those wishing to
laze in the.sun, but it has certainly been a good year for the Green
Woodpeckers on Yateley Common. On Spring mornings we would be woken up
at first light by their laughing call; at first one is pleased to hear
them, but even the most ardent bird lover would become rather fed up with
the noise after a while. However, they are especially attractive birds,
with bright yellow breast and rump, green wings and red stripe along the
top of the head. Despite this' colouring, they are quite hard to spot, most
often seen flying away low to the ground.with a distinctive bobbing flight.
They call from a concealed branch, throwing back their head to project the
sound'as"far as possible. My book says they are often seen feeding on
lawns, but they don't seem to like ours, probably because they use the
open grass areas on the common. By late summer the juveniles can be heard
practising hard to emulate their elders, no doubt getting prepared to
enhance our early mornings next year.

Even our resident house guests, the starlings, get in on the act. They
are wonderful mimics; in previous years when we kept chickens it was quite
alarming to hear the triumphant cry of a hen, having just laid an egg,
coming directly above your head! Now we have "woodpeckers" chuckling away
to themselves, lined up on the roof.

Green woodpeckers are not a common bird nationally, so Yateley Coomon is
possibly an important site for them.

* Yaffle is the country -n-ime for the bird, used especially in Hampshire and
the West Country."

KNOCK KNOCK

Who's there?

by Io

_ who?

- - - - who Argus is?
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YATELY SOCIETY FILM GROUP FORMED

The October discussion meeting discussed the possible formation of a Film.
Production Unit within the auspices of the Yateley Society. The sub-group
would investigate various-film recording techniques available, such as
Super 8mm, video VHS/Betamax and 8mm video to-assess which would be most.
suitable..

It was proposed that i trial film should be produced based on the Tree
Trail. It would then be shown to members for comment -̂ nd assessment is
to how this type of film could compliment work carried out by other sub-
groups of the Society, such as the Conservation and History groups.

Other subjects considered for films included "•...'.-;-

- Yateley Through the Ages - a study of buildings with historical .
interest

- Conservation in Action ' • '

- Yateley Common • • •

- A History Trail

Members would be required to help plan the make up of the films, prepare
scrips, operate equipment, edit and generally assist with projects etc.

Further meetings are planned. Anyone interested in joining the group
should contact David Harverson on 87691^.

ADVERTISEMENT ' •

Can you afford not to subscribe to HERITAGE OUTLOOK? The bi-monthly
magazine of the Civic Trust keeps you up to date with all the latest
work to protect and improve the REAL BRITAIN - not the museum pieces'
but the places where we live, work and shop. Why not take out a yearns
trial subscription, it's only £7.00 delivered to your door? ..•..-

The Civic -Trust's address is 17 Carlton House Terrace,- London SWlY 5AWV-
Tel: Jl-930-0914.

(You can see a copy of HERITAGE OUTLOOK by-contacting any member of the
Yateley'Society Committee - see page 2'of this Newsletter)

A HISTORY TRAIL FOR YATELEY by Michael Holroyd

Some time ago it was agreed that the Society should aim to" produce a
'history trail' type of publication covering Y-<teley. The idea was to
present a series of walks with descriptions and histories of anything of
interest to be seen on the way.

Progress so far has been unspectacular, but has recently taken a quantum ,
leap untier* the influence of John Porter and some of the remaining studens
from the WEA Yateley History Project which ended last year. This group, .
which has agreed to help with the 'history trail' is now part of the
Society's history section, and'would .welcome new-members either to help ..',
with the trail or to pursue other research interests.

At present we are collecting information from all available sources,
including published histories, maps, parish records, and literary
references such as those of A.C. Benson, Frederick Locker-Lampson, George
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Bourne, and Paul Nash. If you have any information or anecdotes which
you think may be relevant, particularly about old houses and their
inhabitants, we shall be very glad to hear from you. Please ring Valerie
Kerslake (Yateley 872240) or Michael Holroyd (Yateley 872439).

Valerie Kerslake has been talking to some of the older Yateley residents,
and writes as follows about one unsolved problem she has encountered:

History of the present century at least would seem fairly straight-
forward, with numerous written records and people with first-hand
recollections of earlier days. However, there are puzzling gaps and
surprising contradictions. Paderewski for example: the famous Polish
pianist and Prime Minister is said to have stayed in Yateley. One person
remembers him here around 1930; another thinks it must have been nearer
1920. Others living in the village throughout the period can remember
nothing about it, and cannot believe that the whole village would not have
buzzed with the news if he h°d been here. Might he have stayed incognito,
resting between concepts? Or was it conceivably just someone with the
same name? If you think you have the true local Paderewski story, will you
reveal it? (Ring Valerie Kerslake, Yateley 872240).

NATURAL HISTORY by Irene Draper

This is my last contribution to the Newsletter as Organiser of the Natural
History Group. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those
who wrote an article, led a walk, or gave a talk at the monthly meetings.
Thank you all for your help, advice and support over the past two years.
So far we have not been able to find anyone willing to take over the
running of the group. At our last meeting there were plenty of ideas for
things to do and subjects to discuss, it just needs someone to organise
them.

At last the notice boards for the Royal Oak Valley are up. On Sunday
morning, 24th November, a small group of Society members and a large
group of Pathfinders, led by Mrs. Wilson, removed rubbish and put up .,
notice boards and bird boxes. Our grateful thanks to Ted Dowling for
his help with the notice boards. Without the use of his truck, trans-
porting the boards and the material to erect them would have been very
difficult. As it was, Ted and Ted Brooks, our Chairman, seemed to make
light work of the job and the three boards were up i>n one and a half
hours. David Harverson did a splendid job up the ladder fixing bird
boxes; the rest of the party worked hard to remove a large quantity of
rubbish. Meanwhile all this mad activity was being recorded on cine
film. We are all looking forward to seeing the end results. Tony
Hoeking who did the art work for the boards is to be congratulated; they
look most attractive. I do hope they are appreciated by the public and
left alone by the vandals.

With most of the leaves off the trees this time of the year is good for
bird watching in the Valley. The cold weather and short few daylight
hours means the birds h~-ve to search for food continuously. Flocks of
Siskins feed on the seeds in the tiny 'cones' at the top of the tall alders.
Even, on Sunday, with all the noise ?.nd activity, Stephanie Pattenden was
able to watch a Nuthatch busy on one of the large oak trees. We hope the
bird boxes will be used in the spring; a careful watch will have to be
kept on them. However, they may be used before then for shelter if the
weather turws very cold.
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NATURAL-HISTORY EVENINGS -

Two of the Natural History evenings in the early 1986 programme need'a '"""•"
little explanation.

(1) On Thursday, March 20th, there is a "Bring a Thing1' evening. The idea
is that members can bring -any .item linked to natural history in any form
which they think may be of int.er.est to other members, or which they would
like to have identified. If you wish you may deliberately set us a puzzle,
if the item has an interesting story behind it.

A word of warning - NO RARE PLANTS, please, they are protected!

(2) On Thursday, April 17th, there is a slide talk on The Life History""" .
of British Butterflies by Mr. L..J. Chalk from Crowthorne. Mr. Chalk has '.
photographed-all stages•of .the development of many species, from the egg
to the adult insect. •• ' " •

To obtain specimens which, he can observe whenever necessary he has raised
many of the butterflies himself. * . •

This promises to be a fascinating evening.

ACTIVE CONSERVATION - MAINLY PONDS by Valerie Kerslake

Having decided to- concentrate on" ponds this year, we have returned to make
a second attack on the one in Chandlers Lane where last January the rubbish
was frozen under the ice. By contrast, in October it was completely dry,
making it easy to drag out most .of the old sticks and marooned junk. For
the first time in our pond-clearing experiences we agreed that, there was
actually less rubbish than expected - very cheering, as was the assistance
We had from people living around, including one bearing cups of tea. ••

The previous month we spent an afternoon on the Chain Pond which is
squeezed between the Reading Road and Vicarage Road near the White Lion.
It had had no attention for many years and had become the receptacle for
various sorts of.litter. -'The-trees around concealed a lot of dead wood,
not- all of which we were able to remove, but we did improve the general
appearance and let in -more- light and' air in -the hope of encouraging pond
life - perhaps' undue optimism for there was no water here' either.- The
Chain Pond, like most of the ones in the village, was alv/ays somewhat
seasonal, but until fifteen years or so ago it was generally deep enough
to merit the post-and-chain fence by which it-was known. (A few of the old
posts are still in place) It was filled partly by a culvert under the
Reading Road draining the often waterlogged corner of the green opposite,
•but that appears to be" blocked- now..... In addition, the ground beneath the
-road may have become--so. .compacted- that natural drainage is. impeded, ,

Writing in late November I see that there is a splash of watreT-at -the
bottom of the Chain Pqnd, but those in Chandlers Lane and nearby Goose
Green are still completely empty. Blakes Pond, however, -at the bottom of
School Lane, seems unusually full. Informed comments would be "interesting.

In 1986 we shall be working on Yately Common again, starting on Sunday,
26th January at 10.30 a.m. when we should gather outside the cemetery
equipped with the usual wellies and tough gloveso Bow-saws may be useful,
though our particular activity will be settled nearer the time.



HISTORY MESTINC by Michael Holroyd .

On Thursday 9 January we shall hear a talk.by a speaker, Tony Marson,.
entitled 'Local Numismatics and the Farnham collection'. In 1670 James ..
Lech (or Leech), a butcher of Yateley, issued metal tokens to bo used in
place of coins. Tony Merson h.~s a specimen of these tokens ^nd this will
form,, the stirting point' for his illustrated talk. He will'explain the
reasons why tokens were issued ;md what they tell us about the people who
issued them- We shall; try to relate this to wh^t we know about James .
Leech from "local records. Tony Merson will also talk about coins . . .
discovered in the area, and will exhibit historical documents and other
items reliting to Farnham. . . . .

On Thursday 13th February we shall have an illustrated talk by Bethanie
Alton, a member of the Society, who.is undertaking some historical research
at Reading University on 'Agrarian unrest in Hampshire, 183O'. In
November I83O economic distress and political tension erupted into the.
most serious period of rioting in the county's modern history. For ten
days thousands of men ware involved in acts of extortion, assault, .
machine breaking, arson, and other threatening behaviour. When calm was
restored, over 300 men were committed to trial at a Special Assizes at •
Winchester. In her talk, Bethanie Alton will describe and analyse the
/unrest in Hampshire, and afterwards we can perhaps try to suggest reasons
why the area around Yateley was not affected.

On. Thursday 13th March John Porter will give a talk entitled 'Nineteenth
century estate development in Miniey .and Hawley1. He will trace the way'
in which estates such as that of the Curries of. Minley Manor were built
up, 'and the- impact which they had on the local' landscape-. . . . .

On Thursday 10th April another Society member, Yvonne Ward, will talk
about some work she has done on .'The Prehistoric archaeology of the ' . . .
Blackwater Valley'. This is based on the listing and mapping of all
known settlements and finds in the Blackwater Valley from Farnh^.m to
Eversley, for five separate periods- of prehistory..

PUBLIC .LECTURE PROGRAMME by Fergus Russell

Thursday February 27th. Main Hall Yateley Centre 8 p.m.

PROBLEMS OF'PRESERVING-THIT LOCAL COUNTRYSIDE by Chris Hall '•

Chris H-'ll, who. lives in Fleet, runs an organisation called,.Countryside
•Action under the auspices of Friends of the .Earth. .He writes in many
magazines on, country subjects- and is very active in his st.udy .of the N.E.
Hants-,, countryside. He will'talk (with slides) on problems facing local
countryside ecology, and campaigns to preserve it.

Thursday March 2?th. Main Hall Yateley Centre 8'p.m.

SOILS, VEGETATION AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION- IN S. ENGLAND by Ron Allen

A lecture.,.-with slides., .by Ron.Allen, who is engaged on the Soil Survey
of England and Wales, He will be able to throw new lir.ht on a subject
which is of great interest to us here in Yateley.



T H E Y A T E L E Y S O C I E T Y

PROGRAMME JANUARY 1986 - APRIL 1986

Date Activity

January - Update

Thurs. 9 LOCAL NUMISMATICS & THE FARNHAM COLLECTION
- a talk by Tony Merson

Thurs. 16 A SIMON PEPPER SCOTTISH HOLIDAY
- a talk, with slides by Tony Hocking

Thurs. 23 YATELEY SOCIETY A.G.M.

Sun. 26 Conservation in Practice.
Common - Tree Clearance

February

Thurs. 13 I83O AGRARIAN UNREST IN HAMPSHIRE
- an illustrated talk by Bethanie Alton

Thurs. 20 THE HISTORY OF BRITISH WOODLANDS
- a talk by Michael Holroyd

Sun. 23 Conservation in Practice.
Pond Clearance (Possibly Blake's Pond)

Thurs. 27 Public Lecture
PROBLEMS OF PRESERVING THE LOCAL COUNTRYSIDE
- a talk by Chris Hall of F.O.S.

March

Thurs. 13 19TH CENTURY ESTATE DEVELOPMENT IN MINLSY
AND HAVLEY
- an illustrated talk by John Porter

Thurs. 20 BRING A THING!
- Discussion and identification of
members' interesting natural history items

Thurs. 27 Public Lecture
SOILS, VEGETATION fe WILD LIFE CONSERVATION
IN SOUTHERN ENGLAND
- a talk by Ron Allen, Alice Holt Forest

Venue
Y.C. = Yateley

Centre

Y.C.
Room B.2.5

Y.C.
Room B.2.5. 7:30pm

Y.C.
Green Room 8:00pm

Outside Heathlands
Cemetery 1<~ :30am

Y.C.
Room B.2.4. 7:30pm

Y.C.
Room B.2.4. 7:30pm

TBA (See Yateley
News or phone Valerie
Kerslake Y.87224-0)

2:15pm

Y.C.

Y.C.
Room B.2.4. 7:30pm

Y.C.
Room B.2.4. 7:30pm

Y.C.
Main Hall 8:00pm

April - Preliminary Notice

(see the press and/or the next Newsletter for any alterations)

Thurs. 10 THE PREHISTORIC ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE
BLACKWATEE VALLEY

- an illustrated talk by Yvonne Ward

Thurs. 17 THE LIFE HISTORY OF BRITISH BUTTERFLIES
- an illustrated talk by Mr. L.J. Chalk

Y.C.
Room B.2.4. 7:30pm

Sun. 27 Conservation in Practice
Common or Pond Clearance

Y.C.
Room B.2.4. 7:30pm

TBA (See Yateley
News or phone Valerie
Kerslake Y.87224)

2:30pm


