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u
I Blakes Ride,
Ya te 1 ey

PHONE: 872948

Your subscription to THE YATELEY SOCIETY expi
If you still wish to remain a member would you please send your
subscription to my address above. Of course if you would rather
pay it to me personally I am usually at the Society's main events
and there will be an opportunity at the Society's stall at the
MAY FAYRE. If your subscription is more than six months overdue
and we don't hear from you by MAY DAY, we shall assume you wi6h
to let your membership lapse.

Yours sincerely,

Geoff Hoare, Membership Secretary
FAMILY MEMBERS £5.00
INDIVIDUALS £3.50

them to join us. As not all details were settled when the cards were
printed, amended details will appear in the newsletter in the usual way.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD 31 iTANUARY 1985

Arising from the AGM we welcome two new officers and one new member to the
Executive Committee. . • •

Pam and David Plarverson are now our Secretary and Treasurer respectively,
and have already had a busy time at the start of a new Society year.
Jean Kerr has been thrown in at the deep end having allowed herself to be
cajoled into the role of Newsletter Editor, Our grateful thanks go to
Richard Earnshaw who has been our Treasur?r for the past three years, to
Caroline Powell and Fergus Russell who will be continuing their respective
ro^es in social activities and lecture organising in a non executive capacity
and last by no means' least to Elizabeth Tipton who has done such a superb
job as our Newsletter Editor. • •

Sydney Loader and Edward Dawson were unanamously confirmed as Vice-Presidents
for a further term, and, following some lively debate, all the proposed
motions which were circulated prior to the meeting Were adopted, as was
the proposed amendment to the Society's Constitution.

Due to some further extended debate on the subject of the appointment (or
perhaps it was the non-appointment) of a President, the time available
for our guest speaker, Paul LuMd of the Rowhill Nature Nature Reserve, was
regrettably all too short for the level of interest and the number of questions
he inspired with his discussion of Conservation Volunteers. • We hope to per-
suade Paul to return for a more leisurely discussion at a later date, and to
organise a visit to Rowhill during the summer.

Subsequent to the AGM, Margaret Taylor has again agreed to,be .co-opted 6nto - -;:

the Executive Committee as Press Officer, and Peter Tipton has also been
co-opted to act as Chairman of the Public Relations Group.

T.E.D. Brooks
Chairman



CMrtlNlGEI OF VENUE
MAY 19 CANAL WALK, ODIHAM, WILL NOW BE
WARNBOROUGH GREEN TO GREYWELL.
MEET 2:30 AT MAP REF SU 728 521
TAKE IMMEDIATE FIRST TURNING RIGHT ON A32 SOUTH OF WARNBOROUGH
ROUNDABOUT AT WESTERN END OF ODIHAM BYPASS
IGNORE "UNSUITABLE FOR MOTOR VEHICLES"
K THE ORIGINAL WALK TAKES FAR TOO LONG )
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T H E Y A T E L E Y S O C I E T Y

NEWSLETTER No. 22
April I985

Editor: Jean Kerr (Yateley 872265)

Dear Member

PROGRAMME CARD 1985

With this newsletter you will receive two copies of a printed programme
cardo One is for your own use. Please give the other to a non-member
to show them the varied activities of the Society, and perhaps encourage
them to join us. As not all details were settled when the cards were
printed, amended details will.appear in the newsletter in the usual way.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD 31 iTANUARY 1985

Arising from the AGM we welcome two new officers and one new member to the
Executive Committee.

Pam and David Harverson are now our Secretary and Treasurer respectively,
and have already had a busy time at the start of a new Society year.
Jean Kerr has been thrown in at the deep end ha~ing allowed herself to be
cajoled,into the role of Newsletter Editor. Our grateful thanks go to
Richard Earnshaw who has been our Treasurer for the past three years, to
Caroline Powell and Fergus Russell who will be continuing their respective
roles in social activities and lecture organising in a non executive capacity
and last by no means least to Elizabeth Tipton who has done such a superb
job as our' Newsletter Editor.

Sydney. Loader and Edward Dawson were una" amously confirmed as Vice-Presidents
for a.further term, and, following some lively debate, all the proposed
motions which were circulated prior to the meeting were adopted, as was
the proposed amendment to the Society's Constitution.

Due to some further extended debate on the subject of the appointment (or
perhaps it was the non-appointment) of a President, the time available
fop our guest speaker, Paul Lir.d of the Rowhill Nature Nature Reserve, was
regrettably all too short for the level of interest and the number of questions
herinspired with his discussion of Conservation Volunteers. We hope to per-
suade Paul to return for a more leisurely discussion at a later date, and to
organise a visit to Rowhill during the summer.

Subsequent to the AGM, Margaret Taylor has again agreed to be co-opted onto
f > Executive Committee as Press Officer, and Peter Tipton has also been
coTopted to act as Chairman of the Public Relations Group,

T.E.D. Brooks
Chairman
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MAY FAYRE STALL Stephanie Pattenden 87^99^

Thank you to all the members who have promised to contribute to the sales
section of the stall. The collection point this year will be :

25 Home Park Road which is off
Hall Lane (opposite the Catholic School)

Please deliver your goods during the weekend prior to May 6 so that they
can be priced and packaged. There is still time for more offers of help.
Cakes, sweets., preserves etc. will all be -gratefully received.

A NEW NATURE RESERVE IN THE YATELEY AREA? by Susan Dawson

On the road to Fleet just south of the A30 there is a site of great con-
servation interest. People in Yateley will be familiar with the fields
at Gat Hill- Farm on the right, wnore two rather forlorn white ponies are
usually to be seen. Although it is difficult to gain access to the fields,
I have long suspected that they were rich in plants and insects. So in I98I
we took Peter Edwards, a botanist from Kew, who has also led some Society
Dawn Choruses, to see what he could find. In the same year, Dr. David Goode,
Assistant Chief Scientist of the Nature Conservancy Council, visited this'
site just prior to giving a Society lecture on habitats. He discovered a
type of Sphagnum moss which he had not encountered before in the South of
England. Peter also found some very interesting plants'. In one square
metre there were as many as J55 species, with a further 10 species a metre
away.' Many of the plants were of the genus Carex, small sedges only dis-
tinguishable by the shape of their fruiting bodies. Specimens collected
were sent off to Clive Jermy, Britain's top expert on sedge indentification,
and the results went to the Hants & Isle of:Wight Naturalists' Trust.

The Society has now been informed that the Trust has studied the site, and
confirms that it is indeed very rich, and unique in the area. Because the
site has never apparently been ploughed, fertilised, drained or sprayed with
pesticides, it has retained a remarkable diversity of plant life. . Apart
from several types of orchid, one of the sedges has.drawn particular interest.
This is Carex elongata and is the only known record for the whole of Hampshire!

The N.C.C. have been brought into official discussion with the owner and 'the
farmer about protection for this important site. It is being called 'West
Minley'Meadow.'. Dr. Peter Brough, the Trust's Conservation Officer, has
written to Peter Edwards tc thank him for his "superb field work" and it could
be that a new nature reserve will result from his pnd our efforts. Hampshire
has just published the latest in its Countryside Heritage series; it is on
Old Meadows - little did we know that one of the best in the county was right
here on our doorstep. '

RESTORATION OF DARBY GREEN POND by Edward Dawson

Some members will be aware of the proposed restoration of Darby Green Pond.
Others will be interested to hear of this imaginative plan to recreate a
pond which used to' be a. feature of this part of the parish. The site of
the pond is at the western end of Darby Green Road opposite Sydney Loader's
house.
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The idea was recommended by Yateley Town Council as an official Environ-
mental Improvement Scheme, to hê rian by Irrt Bistirct Council's Planning
Department. It Has also'been endorsee! by"Hampshire County Council and all
three authorities are each contributing £600 towards the cost. The Town
Council also wishes to involve the Yateley Society in the conservation work
and both have entered the Scheme as a Council of Europe Water's Edge Campaign
project. The heavy manual work has been carried out by a British Trust for
Conservation Volunteers working party.

So what will all this unprecedented high-level co-operation lead to? The
proprosals involved the Conservation Volunteers clearing streams and channels
which feed and drain the pond in early March and the felling and logging of
trees presently growing within.the pond area. Later probably in May or June,
a mechanical digger will be brought in to scoop up the mud and debris and to
excavate the pond to the correct depth and size. On the east bank, a 'beach'
effect will be created and a hoggin .path put around the perimeter. , Some
-rustic benches and litter.bins- will also be provided. The intention is. to see
whet-grows up and colonises the new pond.

Next winter the Society will consider planting some trees to provide shelter
•and added interest. Society members will also be helping with some clear-
ance work and with transferring wildlife from the pond during the operations.
Volunteers should, offer their help to Valerie Kerslake.... Within l8 months
there will be a new feature of interest in Yateley - bringing back something
of the past with our own efforts. • . • . •

by Mary Hocking

While looking through the.Society archives, I came across an article written
about ten years ago concerning the Yatcley Smocking Class. With the help
of Miss Kirkpatrick and her sister, I have tried to find out a bit more about
this little-known group.

The Class was started in about 1910 by Krs. Gulland in her home in Handford
Lane, so that the little girls of that time would benefit from and enjoy a .
sooial evening together, occupied in fine'sewing and in listening to interesting
stories read aloud. The "interesting stories" remembered from that time in-
clude "Pilgrims Progress11 and "Heidi", The social aspect of the class in-
cluded a summer outing to Hayling Island for the girls and their families, and
a Christmas Party. The ''fine sewing" was obviously of high ouality, as the
Class'won countless awards at the annual Aldershot Handicraft Exhibitions.

The smocked dresses made by the girls were sold by Mrs. Gulland, and the pro-
ceeds given to the collection then being made by Miss Jessie Brown for the
establishment of the 'Yateley Textile•Printers', now Yateley Industries.

The Class continued long after Mrs. Gulland1s death, thanks to her son, and
her friends and former members of the class, and up to ten years ago, was
meeting in the canteen at Yateley Industries every week. They 'were now
paying a small Veekly subscription, and -also paying something towards the
individual dresses,' (a cost previously borne entirely by the Gulland family),
but the sale of some of the dresses still continued as a contribution to the
Yateley Industries Fund.

The Smocking Class seemed to break up soon after the original item was written,
whether because of lack of teachers and helpers, or because the girls had



other interests in Brownie and Guide meetings, and the inevitable television,

we cannot tell. . . • . •• • . . -•

In.view, of the.rising interest in handicrafts throughout the country, I won-
der whether there would be sufficient interest in Yateley for such a Class
again? .
(How about it? If you are interested, please contact Mary en 875158).

TURNPIKES AND MILESTONE'S by Michael Holroyd

In 1757 in Act of Parliament was passed setting up a turnpike trust for the
.9 miles of the A30 between the Golden Farmer .(now the Jolly Farmer) on the
east side of Camberl->y and the top of Hartford Bridge Hill (or Star Hill)
near the B3O16. This was the last link required to complete a turnpike
road from London to Basingstoke. The witnesses to the Parliamentary Com-
mittee said that the rorid was in very bad repair, and that 'in Time of
Floods, the Passage at Blackwater is very dangerous', so presumably there
was no.bridge for vehicles at that time.

Another of the first tasks of the trustees was to set up milestones, as
the Act required. There were eight milestones in this section of road.
They gave the distance from Hyde Park Corner (28 miles to 35 miles) and
the distances from Bagshot and Hartford Bridge, at the ends of the section.
The milestones between Hartford Bridge and Basingstoke are very similar in
design, but have the name of the parish on top; those to the east of the
Jolly Farmer are of a completely different type.

It.seems likely that the milestones we see today are the original ones, well
over 200 years old. A map made in 1791 shows them all in their present
positions. Sydney Loader remembers that during the 1939-^5 war they were
dug up, laid horizontally, and buried, lest they should be helpful to in-
vaders. Number 35, however, which stood near the top of Star Hill, and
was present, in 1970, now seems to have disappeared, perhaps in road widening
- does anyone know what became cfit? Number 31 is almost illegible and
stands.on the north side of the road in Blackwater; all the rest are on the
south, side. Number 30 is built into a shop front, and Number 29, outside
White's Garage,'has recently been smartly painted red and'white. It is to'
be hoped that all the remaining milestones can be preserved.

(Based on a talk given to the History Group on 13 December'

HAPPY BIRTHDAY SYDNEY • - • . •

If life begins at forty, then cur Vice-President, Sydney Loader, will pre-
sumably start leading a double life in April, although in nil conscience the
present one is busy enough.

Congratulations on your eightieth birthday Sydney, it's good to' have you .
back among us., and long may it continue to be so.

T.E.D. Brooks (Chairman)
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BLUEBELL V/ALK by Irene Draper

This is the walk which the Society did at the beginning cf June last year
when the bluebells were in flower. - Although we are net repeating the walk
this year, you might like to try it•on your own or with family or friends.
To see the bluebells, late May or early June is the best time, .but the walk
is pleasant at any time of the year. In late June, July and August there
are good places to see butterflies along the route, and, by .the river, damsel
flies and dragonflies.

I will start the walk from the White Lion Public House as people could park,
their car somewhere in this area.. (Although that might prove difficult en
a Saturday 1)

From the White Li^n, cross Village Way and take Vicarage Road whioh runs
parallel with the Reading'Road. Care -should be taken as there is no footpath.
Keep on Vicarage Road until the crossroads with Meulsham Lane. Turn right
down Moulsham Lane. You will pass a pond on your left. Mocrhens usually
rest here, and if you're lucky, at the right time, you will see some young.
Continue down Moulsham Lane until it joins Moulsham Copse Lqne. Where they
meet is a small green behind whioh is a white cottage. Turn right down the
gravel road passing two new bungalows en your right. Follow the track down
to the gravel road, cross straight over it over a footbridge which crosses a
ditch. Follow the footpath, the lakes on ycur right. On your left is an
old hedgerow in which grew bluebells and dog's mercury. (At the time of
writing, early' March, a new bridleway was being created around the edge of
the lakes. The footpath should stay the same, but may be diverted). After
a while, the footpath turns sharp left away from the lakes through a small
wood. On the left of this path, in the woods, grows Red Campion - it blooms
from March right through to November. This wood is mainly willow and alder,
a good place to listen for bird song, but unfortunately due to be felled to
make way for gravel extraction.

Follow the path down to the River Blackwater. This grassy area between the
woods and the river is ideal for butterflies, also dragon and damsel flies.
Since we did this walk last summer gravel extraction has started in the fields
on the other side of the river. You now have to cross the river bridge and
an ugly green metal one over a conveyor belt. Once over this bridge, walk
straight ahead, the river on your left. Down the side-of the field is a wide
fenced' footpath - follow this until you reach a road. All down the left side-
of this path grow clumps of blackberry. When in flower, they attract lots of
butterflies. Small Tortois^shells, Large Skippers, Gatekeepers, Meadow Browns,
Peacocks and Ringlets.

On reaching the road, turn right and walk until you come to a gravel track on
your left. Turn up this track, v/hich climbs steadily for a while, dips down,
then climbs again steeply. >At the top cf this section just as the track starts
to level off, is a path on your right. Follow this path, keeping straight
afead\, passing some large beech trees on your .right, growing on the edge of a
steep incline. A little way past the beech trees, the path bends to the right
and drops down hill. At the bottom of this hill in the woods on the right grow
masses of bluebells. The path you are now on is a footpath, but unfortunately
used by large numbers of horses, and can be very muddy In places. Follow the.
track until it comes to another wooded area on your right. Here bluebells grow
throughout the wood, making a.carpet of blue. Also, earlier in the year, daf-
fodills 'and wood anenome can be seen. Please stay on the path, the woods are
privately owned. • .
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At the end of the footpath, turn left down the road, Ambarrow Farm is on
your right. Where the road starts to bend to the left, on the right is
another footpath. Climb' over the stile and go ahead, keeping to the edge
of th.3 field until you come to a second stile.' The footpath between these
two stiles can be very wet in winter and overgrown with stinging nettle and
bramble in summer.' Cross the second field, over a stile and onto the road.

The rest of the walk, unfortunately is on the road. Turn left, follow the
road back to Yateley, crossing over the River Blackwater again.' Care should
be taken on this road, as there is no footpath. A little way over the river,
the road bears right and becomes Chandlers Lane; bear left up Vicarage Lane
to the T-junction with Vicarage Road. Turn left into Vicarage, and so back
to the White Lion.

(This walk is about 34 miles in length, so you could walk it- in less than two
hours but allow more time to enjoy the"'many interesting things along the way).

ADVERTISEMENT

DON'T JUST DUMP YOUR OLD BOTTLES ON THE COMMON!

Cottage Dairy requires square-sided1, 1-litrt, glass fruit juice jars,-*
about 8 inches high (our -fridge was bought tn fit them)' and with wide
screw, lids. I will fetch them from you and give 25 pence -for each to
the Treloar College at Froyle. -Bonus invitation to mid-summer kid- .
viewing for every five jars. ' ' • .

•• Valerie Kerslake
8722^0

GENERAL MEETINGS' • ' ' '

These ::are continuing at the beginning of each month, and, although a topic
for.discussion.or a film or talk is usually advertised, the intention is
also to provide an opportunity for items of general local interest to be •
discussed, and ideas for future projects to be generated. As an example,
the meeting on 7th March began with a film made by the Sevenoaks Society •
about 17 years ago, in which they looked at the town'and the buildings'in it.
In the discussion afterwards, the possibility of making a video in Yateley
was raised. Are there any experienced video-makers among our members? or
shall we learn as we go along? Because of the informal character of these
meetings, there was time after coffee to hear from Sydney Loader about the
progress being made.by-the Conservation Volunteers, who were working.that
week on the Darby Gre'en pond site, and to see the old photographs .of the •
pond that he had brought wi"th him. '

YATELEY ANNUAL. TOWN MEET ING By Edward Dawson

This .takes place on Wednesday, 1? April 198.5 it 8 p.m.. in the Main Hall at
Yateley Centre. The speaker is M*rs., Moyra Logan; she is the Executive
Secretary of the Airfields Environment Federation. The Federation advises
interested parties on the problems of airfields, avaition, and 'consultative
committees. So why not come along and hear this national speaker.
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL By T.E.D. Brooks (Chairman)

The Chairman of the Yateley Residents' Association has recently voiced his
concern at current low levels of support, and expressed fears for the
Association's continued existence.

It is true that the experience of most pressure groups is that the interest
and support. sh.own by the vast majority of those whom they are trying to serve
is in direct proportion to the magnitude of the current threat to that majority's
life style. •

We have seen many times in the past that when Yateley is threatened by the
type of development which is currently facing Hock, for example, then the
rallying call is answered. Let the threat materialise or be fended off
however, then that urge- for unity of -iction once again becomes dormant,-
waiting for a further summoning to a common cause.

What then if there should remain no pressure group core" to initiate the next
call to action?

whenever any threat is presented to an environment, action to combat that
threat.will inevitably arise, but, without an 'organised pressure group to
initially identify the threat and subsequently co-ordinate action, response
tends to be fragmented and too late.

While the Society itself .can and does act as a pressure group on matters
affecting the Yateley environment, we tend to work in close conjunction with
the Residents' Association to bring action on separate fronts and thus bring
greater pressure. .

If the Residents' Association should cease to exist, it would make our position
the weaker, and would be likely to prove very detrimental to Yateley.'

At the lively meetings held in the Village Hall on the second Friday of each
month, the .Association, besides discussing current issues that affect all the
residents of Yatel.ey, will welcome your membership, which costs a mere. 50
pence per year.

Please help the continued welfare of this important Association and ensure
that the people, of Yateley have a local (political pressure) group to support.

CONSERVATION

A POND AGAIN AT DARBY GREEN

by Valerie Kerslake

The first -week of March brought us a team of Conservation Volunteers to
start' restoring the old village pond beside Darby Green Road. This was a
fairly Herculean task which they were sad not to have fully accomplished
by the end of the week; the area was larger than they had supposed, their
chain-saw man had not been able to join them and there were only nine•of them
altogether - and not all the strapping young men one might have expected.
They came from as far away as.Shrewsbury and Derbyshire, bedding down each
night.in a classroom at Frogmore School, and actually paid for the privilege .
of remaking our pond. (I feel it is slightly • shaming to have all this done
for us when we have a considerably able-bodied population of our own, but
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I daresay there are seme of-us who enthusiastically set forth to do the
same kind of thing in Northumberland or Dartmoor).

If you cannot recall the pond, it is because it totally disappeared some
twenty years ago when road-widening damaged its retaining banks and the
sarsen atones holding them in place were removed. ' Since then birches
have sprung up in its bed,'maturing .and sometimes falling on the marshy
ground and resulting in a jungly tingle of boughs and undergrowth around
the stream that fed the pond. Large tree roots have gathered the soil
into hummocks and ridges, disguising the shape of the original banks.
Sydney Loader, who paddles in the old pond as a small boy early in the
century, remembers it as surrounded by open grass, heather and gorse. •
The invading birch that has taken over so much heathland had not then
arrived, nor even the immense crack willow now growing in the woody area to
the south. In those days it was known as Bartlett's Pond, after the
family who for several generations lived in Pond Cottage across the road.
(Sydney was surprised to learn that today quite a lot of people refer . :
to "Sydney's Pond"').

Restoring the pond will not only give pleasure and benefit to the local
humans but is also a contribution to the Council of Europe's "V/ater's"
Edge Campaign", designed to encourage the plant and animal life whoso
deminishing habitats lie on the edges of pond, river and sea.

In our smaller way, the Society too has been carrying out some maintenance'
work on ponds off Chandlers Lane and Vicarage Road. On both occasions
they 'were frozen; an advantage with the first as on the ice one could
easily reach and saw off the great boughs of -willow that had leaned over
into the water and obscured the light. There was a large turn-out of
cheerful helpers on that day and not many fell through the ice.

The pond off Vicarage Lane which at present is a rather wide-spreading
marsh and is variously known as Goose Green Pond or - sixty years ago -
Gadd's Ocean, had thick but thawing ice which was less helpful, but we
cleared away.a good deal of surrounding scrub and dead tree, again letting
more light get through and improving the general appearance. Unfortunately
this is a much-favoured spot for casual workers to abandon the severed heads
of garden trees, a.nd they are already piling up again. In any case, another
day of action without ice is required for dragging the rubbish', natural and
man-made, out of both ponds, but that will probably have to wait until the
autumn.

HISTORY GROUP MEETINGS by Michael Holroyd

On Thursday 11 April, we shall hear a talk by Sydney Loader about his school-
days. • Sydney attended Kawley School before and during the 191^-18 war, ~ind
this will be a' rare opportunity to hear at first-hand what everyday life was
like in that far-off period.

On Thursday 9 May, Jean Mcllwaine will give a talk on the subject of family
history, describing its aims and methods. The histories of families form
an important element in the history of any community, and at this meeting
we shall try to put together what we know about some prominent Yateley fam-
ilies; for example the Masons, the Rigbys, the Boseleys, and the Stilwells.
Perhaps someone may be inspired to try to fill some of the gaps in our know-
ledge.
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On Thursday 13 June we shall hav<? a visit from Mrs. Pat Hix, who has made a
study of the effects of the enclosurr of the common lands of Farnborough in
l8l6, making use of the enclosure map and the later tithe map.. "This makes a
very interesting comparison with Yateley, whoso commons escaped enclosure.

On Wednesday (N.B.) 10 -July wo shall visit Silver Fox Farm, the small thatched
cottage at Vxe edge of the Common abov^ Montoagle, at the kind invitation of
-the owners, .Mr. S- Mrs. H.T. Dodd. ' This cottage is the only survivor of a
group of Poor Houses belonging to Yateley Parish in the early 19th century,
when the a m a was known as Castle Hill, and we shall be able to look for traces
of earlier buildings.

NATURAL HISTORY by Draper

With the coming of the second spell of cold weather Redwings and Fieldfares,
winter visitors to this country, started to appear in people's gardens.
These birds, members of the thrush family, usually spend the winter in flocks,
feeding on the fields and pastures. A flock of redwings can nearly always
be seen on the Village Green, arriving soon after Christmas. For three or
four days my neighbour and I had up to three dozen redwings and four fieldfares
feeding on the old apples we had put out for them. As well as the apples,
they enjoyed the berries on rry neighbour's pyracantha, stripping it bare in a
couple of days. As soon as the thaw set in and the fields became free of ice
and-snow, the birds quickly left. They are now probably on their way back to
their breeding grounds in"Northern Europe. I have also had several reports
of Blackcaps coming to bird tables this winter. This bird used:to .migrate
to warmer places in the winter. However, records now show that it is over-
wintering 'here - perhaps indicating our winters are becoming milderil

At our January meeting, Anne Kingston gave a very interesting talk on Birds:
which ones were around and where to see them. In February we held a joint
Natural History/History/Conservation Meeting, the first to be held at the
newly opened Village Hall. This proved to be an interesting and lively talk/
discussion on "'Yateley Common - past, present and future'. In March Dr. Guest
will be showing \±s colour slides on Butterflies.

At the April meeting we will discuss various topics - ways and means of re-
cording the growth of new vegetation on the burnt area on the common, the
vegetation in the Conservation Area, as well as looking'at some colour slides
taken in The Royal Oak Valley '8^/85• May 16 will be an outdoor meeting, when
we will attempt to start recording some of the plants growing on the burnt
areas. In June Society Member Roy Maryon has kindly agreed to talk to us
about Grasses, with special reference to those that grow on the Common. In
July w e will attempt to put some of our newly acquired knowledge into practice
and try to identify some of the species growing there. (Dotes and times of
all these- meetings are in the Programme).

VA'LKS AND VISITS by Irene Draper

The first Society walk of I985 took place on the first day of snow. Six
adults, two children, two dogs and a sledge had a very pleasant if somewhat
snowy walk around local footpaths. Perhaps the best part of the morning was
drinking hot coffee in front of a lovely log fire at Brookfield House! Our
thanks to Norma, Ted and Jamie Dowling for their kind hospitality.
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The February walk around Fleet Pnnd "took place in "mild weather before the
Second snowfall. Eleven Society members led .by Anne-Kingston walked all
round the pond looking at birds. Although there were not"many winter
visitors on the. pond, we did see •'Pochard, Great Crested Grebe, and, among
the Black Headed Gulls, a Conmon Gull (not common in this..part*of the country).
There were, of course,- Canada Geese, Coot, -Mallard.-and several large Mallard
cross Aylesbury Ducks. These followed us around the pond hopeful for a crust.
One member of the group was keen to see Long Tailed Tits 'and was delighted
when two or three flew across the path above our heads. Before returning
to the cars we were pleased to see a large flock pf Siskins feeding high up
in the birch trees. After nearly everyone had left for home, a "Great Spotted
Woodpecker put in an appearance.

On the March walk 'Footpaths to Yateley Common' Tily six adults and-- two children
braved the elements. Although the rain held off until we were almost home, the
afternoon was grey and dull. However, we took the opportunity while on the
Common to look, at some of the features discussed at the joint Natural History/
History/Conservation meeting hold on February 14. For example,Bthe areas
enclosed, burnt areas, the new pond by the gas pipeline, and the different types
of vegetation. •

The walk on Sunday 14 April is one of my family's favourites. By then the
spring flowers should be well out, but this walk is worth repeating during
late May/early June to see Bluebells, and later in the summer when many dif-
ferent grasses can be seen along the river. Parking is limited by the Ford,
but there is space for a couple of cars'on the corner of Well House Lane, a
little way before the river.

In May, because of the Fayre, thu Society's walk is not until the 19th. This
walk from Odiham to Greywell along the canal is led by Tony Hocking. The walk
goes- westwards to North Warnborough and then to the Greywell Tunnel - approximately
2 miles each way. Tony tells me we should see plenty of water plants, voles
(if we are very quiet!I) water birds, and King John's Castle.

On the 2nd June Valerie Kerslake will lead a walk to show us some of the many
wild 'flowers that grow on the Common.' There may be problems with the meeting
place'for this walk, so check with me (370470) nearer the date.

On 7 July Dr. Guest, will lead a walk to look at butterflies. As yet he has
not decided on the route, so look out for further announcements.

VISIT TO SELBORNE Sunday 2'3 June ' " *

*PLEASE SUPPORT THIS VISIT*

As many of you know, Selborne is famous throughout the country as the home of the
celebrated l8th century naturalist Gilbert 1/hite. Born in If20 he was an ex-
tremely gifted man, and in his time was a curate, naturalist, and Oxford Don.
After Oxford he returned to Selborne and made his home at The Wakes, which is
now home for the Gates Memorial Library and Museum, and The Gilbert White Museum.
The village with its delightful rows of creamy white stone cottages remains as
charming as it must have been in his day.

Our visit to Skiborne is on Sunday 23 June. We hope to arrange with Dr. Chalfield
the Curator, a special group visit to the Museum in the morning, after which we
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will have lunch, then Edward Dawson will luad a walk around the village.
Those who want to, can take a picnic lunch, although picnicking is not al-
lowed in the Museum grounds or gardens. Lunch is available at Bush House,
the Queen's Hotel, or the Selborne Arms. Bush House and Selborne Arms also
serve'morning coffee and afternoon teas. There is a large car park behind
the Selborne Arms, near the centre of the village, on your right as you come
into the village from Alton. ' (Selborne is about k miles south of Alton on
B3OO6). . ' ,

The rate for parties (minimum number 10) booked in advance is 75p adults,
children-and 60p pensioners. 3c if you are interested in visiting Selborne,
please ring me (870470) as soon as possible. Anyone without transport please
do contact me, as I'm sure other members will be happy to offer lifts.

FOOTNOTE: _As the National-Trust Guide says: "the area is the mecca of natur-
alists, and nature lovers, the living green outdoor laboratory of Gilbert 'Vhite,
Over every inch his quick and eager ghost presides.'1

PUBLIC LECTURE PRCGRAMMI by Fergus Russell

by John TickleThursday 25 April "THE BLACKWATER VALLEY PROJECT"
Green Room
Yateley Centre Just a reminder about this lecture which was fully
8.00pm described in the last Newsletter. It is by the Pro-

ject Officer recently appointed to implement the pro-
ject, and should be of great interest to anyone living
in this area.

Thursday 23 Kay
Main Hall
Yateley Centre
8.00pm

Thursday 27 June
Main Hall
Yateley Centre
8.00pm

'CONSERVATION IN MILITARY AREAS' by Lt.Col.C.N.Clayden

Colonel Clayden is the Ministry of Defence Conservation
Officer. He has a house in Fleet and an office in
Chessington but spends much of his time away on his job,
in various parts of the British Isles. He is the expert
in his field - conservation in military areas - and it
is good of him to give up an evening to talk (he dislikes
the term 'lecture') on a subject about which few of us
know anything, and yet which should be of great interest
and importance to us all. Ve are lucky to have 'captured'
him and I hope he will find himself talking to a sizable
audience. Slides will be shown.

"NATURAL HISTORY OF HAMPSHTRI by Paul Boswell

Paul Boswell is -• very active member of the Hants and
Isle of ''ight Naturalists' Trust and is much in demand
as a lecturer by societies such as our own. He is a mem-
ber of the Hook Parochial Council. What he has to say,
and to show on slides, should be of great interest.



A NOTE FROM THE NEW EDITOR

First a thank you to Elizabeth Tipton, who .has given,-me help and encourage-
ment, and has-agreed to continue with the duplicating and distribution.
Thank you "tec,'to Barbara Garrett, for her invaluable help as stencil ty-
pist and interpreter of my demoniac typing and cryptic notes. But my thanks
also to the contributors,'without whom there would be no Newsletter.. You
will notice'the same "names recurring as contributors, and may think we do
not need contributions from ethers. Wrong1 I would welcome items from
any of you. - any subject of interest to the Society - how about a lettor,
if you cannot1manage an article? Perhaps you have a.question about an old
building-or place-name, especially if you have recently moved into Yateley.
^e cannot promise to Provide the answer, but .at least its publication in the-
Newsletter would provide'-a'wider circulation for the emery. •• The- next ŝs-ue-
of the Newsletter will be published at the beginning of July, so please let
us have contributions by 9 June. -

For general information a current membership list is attached to this News-
letter and v/ould members please note that the month when individual sub-
scriptions are due is included in the information.

• Geoff Hoare
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PROGRAMME

April - Update

Thursday k April General
Meeting

Thursday 11 April History

Sunday Ik April Walk

Thursday 1? April

Thursday 25 April

Kiturn1
History

LECTURE

APRIL - JULY 1985

Topic: Yateley Town Centre Plan
8.,00pm Green Room, Yateley Centre
(N. B.. change 01 room)

Early Days at Hawley School - a talk by
Sydney Loader
7.30pm Room 3 Village Hall

aramshill and the River Blackwater
This walk will start at the ford just upstream
from where the River Whitewater joins the Black-
water,, We will follow the footpath along the
river, taking tracks which can be very muddy,
and along country lanes in a circular walk back
to the river.
Meet at 2.30pm Grid Ref 7^363^.

General Discussion when it is hoped individuals
or groups of members will talk about their
particular interests or activities. We will
also look at slides taken in the Royal Oak
Valley during 8;f/85-
7.30pm Room 3 Village Hall

!'THE BLACKWATER VALLEY PROJECT" by John Tickle.
The project officer in charge of executing this
scheme will talk about the ambitious and heart-
ening local project.. Illustrated with slides.
3,00prn Green Room Yateley Centre.
(N.B. Change of room)

Thursday 2 May

Sunday

Monday

Sunday

5 May

6 May

Thursday Q May

Thursday 16 May

19 May

May F'ayre A meeting for all members involved in the
Workshop Fayre - final preparations for the great day!

8.00pm Room C.I.I Yateley Centre.

Kay Fayre Rehearsal All strong and able
members, their families and friends, who are
willing to help erect the shelter for the May
Fayre, please assemble at Erookfield House,
Pirgrove Road 10„00am.

May Fayre The Society again has a double
stand. Please come along and bring your
friends.

History Family History - a talk by Jean Mcllwaine,
with examples of some local families.
7-3Orm Room 3 Village Hal.1,

Natural Fieidwork rn Yateley Common.
History Meet on the Common in front of the Cricketers

Pub 7,30pm.

Walk Cdiham, Colt Hill Bridge to Greywell - leader
T7ny Hocking. Map Ref ^6516 2.30pm„ Celt

J • 7
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T H E Y A T i L E Y S 0 C I E

PROGRAMME APRIL - JULY 1983

April - Update

Thursday k April General Topic; Yateley Town Centre Plan
Meeting 8,00pm Green Room, Yateley Centre

(N.B. change of room)

Thursday 11 April History Early Days at Hawley_gchool - a talk by

Sunday

Thursday

May

Thursday

Sunday

Monday

Sunday

April '/alk

Sydney Loader
7.30pm Room 3 Village Hall

3ramshill and the River Blackwater
This walk will start at the ford just upstream
from where the River Whitewater joins the Black-
water, '/e will follow the footpath along the
river, taking tracks which can be very muddy,
and along country lanes in a circular walk back
to the river,.
Meet at 2.30pm Grid Ref 743634.

April Naturn1 General Discussion when it is hoped individuals
History or groups of members will talk about their

particular interests or activities. We will
also look at slides taken in the Royal Oak
Valley during 84/85-
7.30pm Room 3 Village Hall

Thursday 25 April LECTURE "THE BLACKV/ATER VALLEY
The project officer ij
scheme will ^
ening
S

John Tickle,
executing this

and heart-
with slides.

2 May

5 May

6 May

May Fayre A meeting for ail members involved in the
Workshop Fayre - final preparations for the great day!

8.00pm Room C.I.I Yateley Centre,

May Fayre Rehearsal All strong and able
members, their families and friends, who are
willing to help erect the shelter for the May
Fayre, please assemble at Brookfield House,
Firgrove Road 10.00am.

May Fayre The Society again has a double
stand. Please come along and bring your
friends.

Thursday 9 May

Thursday 16 Kay

History

Natural
History

19 May

Family History - a talk by Jean Mcllwaine,
with examples of some local families.
7.30pm Room 3 Village HaiTl.

Fieldwork rn Yateley Common.
Meet on the Ccnmon in front of the Cricketers
Pub 7-30pmc

Odiham, Celt Hill Bridge to Greywell - leader
Tony Hocking. Map Ref 74651b 2.30pm, Celt



Thursday 23 May LECTURI

Thursday 30 hay

June

Sunday 2 June Walk

Thursday 6 June General
Meeting

Thursday 13 June History

Thursday 20 June N
History

Sunday 23 June

Thursday 2? June LECTURE

July Preliminary notice -

Thursday

Sunday

h July General
Meeting

7 July ,'alk

Hill Bridge must b--> approached from Odihnm centre.
There is reasonable parking in approaches to the
bridge, or the canalside if vacant.

"CONSERVATION IN MILITARY AREAS" by Lt.Col.C.N.
Clayden. 8,00pm Main Hall Yateley Centre.

NO MEETING

Flowers m Yateley Common - leader Valerie Kerslake
2.30pm U.S. H-ngar (factory) Vigo Lane, between the
Anchor r< Dungells Lane. (Meeting place subject to
alteration - phone 87OV/O beforehand).

Bird Song Recognition A second opportunity to learn
to distinguish the songs of some familiar birds.
8.00pm Room C.I.I Yateley Centre

The Effects of Enclosures in Farnborough - a talk
by Pat Hix- 7.30pm Room 3 Village Hall

A Talk on Grasses by Roy Maryon
7.3Cpm Room 3 Village Hall

VISIT TO SELBORNE
(For details see Newsletter)
Meet 10.15 a.m. Public Car Park, Selborne.

"THE NATURAL HISTORY OF HAMPSHIRE" by Paul Boswell
8.00pm Main Hall Yateley Centre

see the Press and/or the next Newsletter for any
alterations.

8,00pm Rocm 0.1.1 Yateley Centre

I

Wednesday 10 July History

Thursday 18 July Natural
History

Leader Dr. Guest
Time and place to be arranged - see the next
Newsletter, or phone 870'+70 for details.

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DAY

Visit to Silver Fox Farm - a former Yateley Poor
House. OUTDOOR MEETING. Meet outside the Yateley
Library 7• 3(--̂  PTTI t° form a car convoy.

An outdoor meeting to try to identify come of the
grasses found on the Common. 7-30pm Heathlands
Cemetery.

Thursday 25 July NO MEETING - School Holidays.



Thursday 23 May LECTURE

Thursday 30 fray

June

2 JuneSunday •valk

Thursday 6 June General
Meeting

Hill Bridge must be approached from Odihnm centre.
There is reasonable parking in approaches to the
bridge, or the canalside if vacant.

"CONSERVATION IN MILITARY AREAS" by Lt.Col.C.N.
Clayden. FToOpm Main Hall Yateley Centre.

NO MEETING

Flowers on Yateley Common - leader Valerie Kerslake
2.30pm U.S. H-ngar (factory) Vigo Lane, between the
Anchor & Dungells Lane. (Meeting place subject to
alteration - uhone 8^0^70 beforehand).

Bird Song Recognition A second opportunity to learn
to distinguish the songs of some familiar birds.
8.00pm Room C.1.1 Yateley Centre

Thursday 13 June History The Effects of Enclosures in Farnborough - a talk

Thursday 20 June

Sunday 23 June

N~tnr-"'l
History

by Pat Hix. 7,, 30pm Room 3 Village Hall

A Talk on Grasses by Roy Maryon
7.30pm Room~^ Village Hall

Thursday 27 June LECTURE

July Preliminary notice -

Thursday k July

Sunday 7 July

General
Meeting

?alk

Wednesday 10 July History

Thursday 18 July Natural
History

VISIT TO SELBORNE
TFor details see Newsletter)
Meet 10.15 a.m. Public Car Park, Selborne.

"THE NATURAL HISTORY OF HAMPSHIRE" by Paul Boswell
8,00pm Main Hall Yateley Centre

see the Press and/or the next Newsletter for any
alterations.

8.00pm Room 0,1.1 Yateley Centre

Leader Dr, Guest
Time and place to be arranged - see the next
Newsletter, or phone 870470 for details.

ILEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DAY
Visit to Silver Fox Farm - a former Yateley Poor
House. OUTDOOR MEETING. Meet outside the Yateley
Library 7.3O\ pm to form a car convoy.

An outdoor meeting to try to identify some of the
grasses found on the Common. 1. 30pm Heathlands
Cemetery.

Thursday 25 July NO MEETING - School Holidays.



YATELEY SOCIETY - OFFICERS and MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE for 1985

PRESIDENT

VICE-PRESIDENTS

CHAIRMAN

VICE-CHAIRMAN

HON TREASURER

HON TREASURER

MEMBERSHIP
SECRETARY

CONSERVATION
OFFICER

Edward Dawson

Sydney Loader-

Ted brooks

Paul Reavley

David Harverson

Tarn Harvers^n

Geoff Hoare

Valerie Kerslake

NATURAL HISTORY GROUP Irene Draper
LEADER/PROGRAMME
CO-ORDINATOR/WALKS &

VISITS ORGANISER/
ROOM BOOKING

HISTORY GROUP LEADER/ Michael
COMMONS & RIGHTS OF
WAY OFFICER

PUBLICITY OFFICER/ Tony Hocking
PUBLIC RELATIONS/
MAY FAYRE

SOCIAL SECRETARY John Barker

NEWSLETTER EDITOR Jean Kerr

Cc opted:

PRESS OFFICER Margaret Taylor

CHAIRMAN: PR COMM: Peter Tinton

15 Village Way
(877^58)

St. Gwithian
37 Darby Green Lane
BlackwaW (879430)

14 Tolpuddle Way,
Yateley (874962)

75 Tudor Drive,
Yateley (875768)

1 Broome Close,
Yateley (876914)

1 Slakes Ridp, Yateley
(872948)

Lime Tree Cottage,
Chandlers Lane, Yatelev
(872240)

22 Lawford Crescent
Yateley (670470)

Firgrove Farm Cottage,
Firgrove Road.
Eversiey (872439)

30 Connaught Close,
Yateley (875158)

21 '/yndham Close, Yateley
(875445)

1 Lowlands Road,
Frogmore, Blackw-iter

Aviary Houso, The Street,
Eversley (93-734804)

Montcagle House, Yateley
(873378)

N.B. Geoff Hoare'R address is given incorrectly in the current
telephone directory - he is new back at Slakes Ride. If you
have written to him at the other address, would you please contact him.




