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1. PROJECT GROUPS Reporting

a) Ecology Group

Our ,nain winter project -/ill be th-o survey of Yatcley's strops,
dltchos and ponds. Sonic of tli<_- streams only flow during the winter r.ionths
wh',n tho rainfall is higlvr, and wo hopo to bo able to complete tho ;;urvoy
before they dry up in tho spring. -Ve URGENTLY NEED people to help with this
detective v-'ork of tracing stress back to their source or down to whore they
merge • i tli anoth r stroau: or river. It can become -juite ~ tn.asU'o hunt ••••hen
parts of it are culvertud underground for .any dj.strnco. If you ",/ould liko
to take part plt-aso tjluphon;j Elizabeth Prccdy on 878871.

A li;-:t of our proposed projects for 1982 './ill appear in tuo Jan-
uary edition of the N^v/clo

.Susan

Local History

ThSL Jj-;\'
1-d_sc,â.o_ Hi_story Group Jnvited 1-irs. Jinc Doh-.-rty of II"i;pshiro

County Council Planning Depart1,! /at and author of it.s booklc-t on "Ancient
Lan-.-s and Trackways" to its Thursday evening spot. Eventually tho Society
will be contributing to HCC's ourvey. Yateley is rich in ancient rights
of way, from the paths trodden by mediaeval villagers on thr-ir way to the
common fields between Manor'Park and Cricket Hill; to the old cart roads
such as Loner1 a L--ne, part of v/hich v/as recently surveyogf. by th^ group; to
the ancient V/elah Drive crossing Blackbushc Airport and which Mr. Arnold
has now seemingly obstructed with his new hangar; to the A.30 itself with
its long history frori ancient trackway to Tur-ipike to trunk road. Ha.s the
A.30 always been in its present course? Th>, old Anglo-Saxon boundary char-
ters sur.gest the old route vran-soiiie distance south of th^ current highway,
and contiguous v/ith the old parish boundary. The group therefore'-spont a
recent Sunday afternoon '/alking the old parish boundary starting behind the
Gibraltc-r Barracks. The old boundary dyke Mas clearly discernible and the
"believers" are convinced th.;y found the road, mediaeval, An/,lo-S.axon or
even Roman? \7ho Imous? Now is tho time for more documentary research.

Peter Tipton

?-> FOR YOUR DIARY

a) CHRISTMAS PARTY: Thursday 17 Doc ember 1981 at 8 p.m.
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This will be a 'Cheese and Wine1 event with a few other items
thrown in! It will be hold in Room Cl.l at the Yatoley Contro, School
Lano. Tickets cost £2 and aru available from Alice Hoaro (872948) or
Tony Hocking (875158). We look fa-ward to seeing as many of you as
possible.

b) Annual General Mooting

Thursday, January 28th, 1982 in the Yateley Centre Drama Hall,
at 7.30 p.in. See Sect.3 for further details.

c) Public Lectures

Thursday, March 4th, 1QS2 in the Drr.<aa Kail at 7-30 pra.

iM ildl • fe COMOS to Town" by Lyndis Colo of Land Use Con-
sultants-

Thursday, April 22nd 1982 in the Draaa Hall, at 7-30 p.m.

"The Co mion Lands of England" by Paul Clayden, Gonjral
Secretary of tho Commonss Opon Spaces and Footpaths
Preservation Society,

Make a notrj also of the following talks, dates to bo announcod
later:-

"Local History frô i Wills 8c Inventories" by Diana Coldicott.

"History of the Basingstoke Canal" by Mr. Geary.

d) Walks and Visits, January -- April 1982

i'/e are continuing for the time being to have a walk or a visit
on the afternoon of the first Sunday in each month. Comments, suggestions,
and particularly offers to lead walks will be welcomed by Michael Holroyd
or Susan Dav/son. i/alks are generally about 2 to 3 wiles in length. Child-
ren and friends of members are welcome.

Sunday 3 January Charles Kingsley's Village

Gerry and Jennie George will load a walk starting from Eversley
Church, where Charles Kincsley was Hector, and using- some of the footpaths
which he used. Moot at Evercley Church "t 2.15 pm. Directions: fork loft
off tho A327 at Eversley Village Hall, turn I.;ft at tho crossroads, and take
the first road on tho right.

Sunday 7 February Visit to Elvotham Hall

By the kind invitation of tho Elvetaam Hall Conference Contro, we
are to have a guided tour of this very interesting Victorian building and
hoar the story of its predecessor, which was tho homo of Jane Seymour and
was visited by Henry VIII and Elizabeth I. Visit organised by Peter Tipton.
Meet at Elvetham Hall at 2.30 pin. Directions: follow tl 0 A30 to Hartley
V-/intney, turn loft along tho A323 towards Floot, and tho entrance is on the
left in about a -nile.
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Sunday 7 Hard >'atei- Birds

A tour of tho gravel pits on tho western .Tide of Yatolcy lod by
Edward and Susan Dav/son, with particul-r attention to bird life. Moot ;it
Moulshr-: Green (at the ond of Jioulsha.u Lano) at 2.30 p.m.

Sunday k April Following a Stream

John and Liz Proody will lead this walk which begins by follow-
ing a stri'.i'n from the loading Road back to its oource on ths Caramon. Moot
in the public car park b-hind thu Royal Oak (opposite Sandhurst Rond) at
2.30 p.a.

Path Clearance

Lent spring a few of \ir; attempt ;..d to cl..ar and drain tvo over-
grown and disused lan-.s 1 ..riding fro:-< Cobbott's Lane to Stroud Pool. 'Mo -iro
now organising another working party for oach lane, and shall bo glad of any
help fro*ii anyone, "ho can use a pair of secateurs or larger iuplcj'iiontD. Come
and help to pr^sarvo your rir-'hts of way.

Michaul H^lroyd

Sunday 1? January (a ft orno m)

Clearance of Bridleway 28 off Cobbott'o Lano. Contact
Ron Hoyett (Y-rteloy 875923) for dot-ils.

F: bruary (afternoon)

Clearance and drainage of Bridleway 30, leading from Bridleway
2« to Stroud Pool. Contact John and Liz Pretty (Yatoloy 878871) for de-
tails.

3• ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

This will b-.- held in the Yat-jlcy Centre Dra ,a Hall on 28th January,
1082 at 7.30 p.'v..

1) Nominations for Officers and Cowvittuo Menbors of the Society
should bo received by the Secretary by lL\.th January 1982.
Nomination f ;.r.is nay be obtained fro i thu Secretary, 15 Tolpuddle
Way, Yateloy: Tel. 873836.

2) The Ezecutiv..- Co naittee are drawing up resolutions for con-
sideration at the AGM. Anyone interested, in putting further
resolutions for consideration should contact tho Secretary by
7th January 1982.

3) Papers and Agenda for the AGiS will bo sort ti all me/.ibors by
14th January 1982.

4- V.'.E.A. COURSE ILT YATELEY

Landscape History

Th.e Yat lev Branch of the V'orkers' Educational Association is



hHiding a course of lecturer, on 'Landscape History: Sources and Methods1 .
There will bo 10 lectures hold at the Yatol.-y Centre, starting at 8 p.m.
-in 'Vodn sday 13 January 1982. The lecturer will be Dr. John Porter, who
lives in Farnboroug': . He has written a book on landscape history, 'The
Hiking ->f thj C ntrai Ponnin.s', and h-.s contributed to Th,: Local Historian,

T'>e course results fr
">ci. ty, and v.'o aio- most g

,;i a suggestion mr.de to the V/EA by the Yatoley
?.tcful to the WEA Coiruiittee fjr arranging it.

It will deal with th. variety of historical documents, maps, and other evi-
dence us.r1 by t'o loĉ .l historian in reconstructing the clanging pattern of
the landscape. Students will h-vc the opportunity to use S•>urco matori-.lG
at first band, and spoc.al r.ferenco will b made t > the landscape history
of the- Y:\ti-.lrv are.a.

T'..'. fee for th- course is £8. Enrolment is at the first lecture, but you
ai" WCICOMO to attend this fre of charge and without obligation. -/e arc
very fortunate t: have a course s~ relevant to tlu. Society's activities so
conveniently located. I a.:i sure the voi-k of the L 'Cal History Group will
benefit r.reatly fr m it. Vhoth'r you are- already active in th... Gr >up or
have only a casual intorost in local hist >ry yr>u should learn a lot fro a this
course. I h 'pe •.aany of mr moinb .rs v/ill bo -bio to attend.

Miclia-l Holr -yd
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Septe-nbf-r _l?.8l ̂  Trip to Thn jVeald 8? Do "ml and Open
Air Huseuro at S±ng]eton

•Rat'o r disappointingly, only four turned up for this outing. '7e "all'
arrived at 11 °. .a. on r beautiful late summer day, and toured not "_?>!.y the
fanilinr erh.ib.its but also the considerable nu;.b<T of new ones which have
apoearod in th.-> last y- ar or so. For the uninitiated, it consists of a
large area of lovely Sussex dovnland, between Midhurst and Chichoster, on
T'hich buildings of aany types and periods h-.vc bc^n ro-oructijc in their
origin*"! form.

In add tion to buildings going bac'r to Saxon times th; re are also ex-
hibitLons and working demonstrations. A working watermill can be seen,
and flour ground on site purchased, and many other crafts a^d working methods
wore on show.

Jack Edv/o.rds

6. FANCY THAT

Th.un.der Storm 1797

"In a tremendous storm of thunder and lightning on Sunday, July 16th
1?Q7> the poor house at Yatoley was struck by lightning; the roof was
entirely t ?rn off and demolished, the window-frames v/ero driven in and
s' ivered to pieces, two doors were knocked down and rent to splinters,
and part of the brickwork on one side of the house forcibly burst into the
yard. Four women were sitting round a table, and a child in the arms of
one of th';-i, was struck do-on, and regained insensible for n..ar an hour;



and a young woman, standing in the sa^-' room at a ŝ nall distance, had h._r
cap forced off;, and h--r hair uuch singed, but provid..-nt tally n;;ith r of
tl" .' r.ceivf. d any >uat. ri-1 injury. Th.; b ,-d of a poor man, an inhabitant
of th sa-io or' riises, v>Vio, that v; ning happened to b.. detained by the
t>-'ip st at BlackY/ater, was forcibly thrown through tho ch-io.:i of th^ wall
into th yarc1.. and tin- b';dste"d Has broken to atoms.,"

D'-rf1' Doh rty h-8 copi-i'd out all the Yatel-,y refero.uces in the unpublished
ear1 y ninotomth century manuscript Bingley's History of Hampshire. The
above crtrcct is ouoted by Binfl.-.y froa th-.- Gentleman* s Ijagazino, S<-;ptv.!nbv.
1797. '.'/ho '?orc the unfortunates involved in this dramatic incident?
The Ov- rn' rs Accounts, available on -licrofil a, may provide th-. answers
and furtr r loads. Any on 1.. iat;.-re*.ted in taking up th.j story?

6. NE* MEMBERS

W- v-jlcorao th-, follov/ing n̂ v/ momb.^ro to th.j Society since thu 1-st
Newsl.-tter :

& Margaretu Eley

Edward Stacey

Clive Gallifent

a..! Cock

Alan & Li-";da liny

Ronald &

David &. Eileen Roa

Frank & Christine
Hockscher

Lynda D-.avin

I'icna 1 V:at«-r'ivan

19 Gibbs "/ay

L i t t l e Oaks,
2b, Darby Gre ,n Lanu

Fl-.t ?, Haiyloy Park,
Ka'vl.y

16, Hi l l f ie ld

Staplons Cottage,
PofUy Hill fid".,

P.6 Ho:-.ie Park Kd.
ri, Reading Kd . ,
Blackv/ater

3, Crondall End

20, .Sandhurst M,

IS, The Fla ts ,

878628

877654

Canb. 3V+93

877641

676736

874994

873079

879006

879255

874899

Aft<-.r less than 1 y ar, the Society membership of 152 already exceeds thu
National av ra.ge!



SOCIETY CALENDAR

Doc. 3

10

17

Feb. 7

Ma:. .

7

Apr

PLANNING

LECTURE - 'NATIONAL TRUST1

CHRIST;IAS PARTY

a n . 3 • H'ALK -. CHARLES KINGSLSY'S VILLAGE

1? PATH CLEARANCE - BRIDLEWAY 28

28 * A.G.M.

22

VISIT TO ELVET11AK HALL

LECTURE - :i'.;.'TLDL;FE COhES TO TO-VW"

V/ALK - ;ATER BIRDS, GRAVEL PITS

WALK - FOLLOWING A STREAM

LECTU-.iE - THE COrMON LANDS OF ENGLAND

Held in Drain H--11, Yatoley Ccntro: stcrtinp; it 7.30 p.m.

DotailG of regular Thursday evening- rnootings in Tho Yatoloy Contre Youth
Suite will bo published in the Nowslottor, January 1982.
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T H Y '. T E L E Y S O C I E T Y

OFFICERS AT?D MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN

VICE-CHAIRMAN

HQ'T SECRETARY

Edvnrd Dawson

Sydney Loader

Tony Hocking

Rita Colclough

21 Gibbc '/ay, Yatelcy
(Y.877458)

37 D"rby Gro.,n Lano, Darby Gr-jon
(Y.879430)

30 Connaught Clone,
(Y.675158)

15 Tolpuddle "h\y, Yiteloy
(Y.873836)

COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

•Edward Brooks

-'• Susan Dawson

Ri c' ard Karnsli aw

Ron. Hayott

Michael Ho.lroyd

Jean Mcllwaino

Gordon Poaku

IP-Jtor Tipton

14 Tolpuddlo h'ays Yat
(Y.874962)

21 Gibbs Way, Yateley
(Y.877458)

1 Bridge '-Ik,
(Y.875270)

14 Bo.:C'brook '.venue, Y->teioy
( )

Firgrovu Far.i.T) Cottage-,
Firogrove Ro-~d, Evorsloy
(Y.872439)

2 Firglon Drivu, Yatulcy
(Y.872768)

26 Barbara Closti, Church Crookham
(Floot 4492)

Montoaglo Houao, Montoaglu L:ine
Yat,,loy (Y.873378)

PROJECT LEADERS -

*Edward Brooks

+Susan Dawson

iPetur Tipton

Consorvation

Natural History/Ecology

Local History


