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S^iH^IL 5 Editorial

The ScKietv was fornod in January and now hc.s 1^0 members quite a few of
i:b:.cb do a lor. to build1 up li'P Socie ty ' s hnovledfe of Yateley: both
natura l aid local h i s tory . But ve aro also concerned to i prove the
Duality of l i f e and protect the e:iv i.ronrne<v'c of Yatoley,, Darby Green and
Frop"'Ore. By our- const i tu t ion we have to i r o io t e hi;.'-; standards of
"i"1 annin' anr1 a r c ' i t ' c t u e me1 to sec ire ''".f preservat on of features of
Ms tor .•.<". int^r -v-.t. TYis ;-i?y sound very laudable but i t often comes dc./n
to -.ot-c f̂ .c is.r:..r^ a . r choices. •'•hat s' oulc1 h^n^eu to f. or."" r fravel jJits
alo-v t r Blac'—'ate:. Vallev? ilovj c~u t" co :petJ.ng c1 ai.os on Yatuley
Co Tin br re^ncVU'd air" ''."at of tv a i r f i e ld? Should .-.ioc'ern develop.ae>'ts
be al1 o' Ff! t -; :-;orar:L ^ v r ii in sio t of ar r-ar, of _'.ir3toric or ic/'-dPcape
Lnt'T *st? oiiou" r1 rny l^r.^n scale hou^in:. n^volop •: r.t bf p i.ii'cted at a l l?
I t \F. the aim of t!if Society that such qucstionn h? resolved in the in -
to-e^fs "if tin pp.bV'.c A-\d not the developers. A,; active ~r--. ibersiip helps
us to c"̂ Vf-lnp our polir-r rnrl T>U'C OU- vievrr; to t '••(• di- t r i c t c.nO f.ounty in
the ":o"t e ' fe^ t .ve •.lanne- , oi nx iply s u p p o t s us "ith subscr ipt ions;

Lô Vi..>,p; bac1' over our f i r s t nine i;ionti3 ve have clroady persuaded. Hart
Council to declare a rev/ C yaservatior Area for Yateley Green, including
Old S'i:ool La:e and Firgrove Itoad. ,/e have also advised ^a-pshire on
sui table buildings for l i s t i n g and v;p strongly opposed the development at
Hi l l Far";. We also got our boots dir ty clearing under,"rov th fiO'1 and ira-
^rovlvip thp drainage of foitpath 28.

I hop-' to rjc.-. you at our f i r s t autu.nn lec tu e on 1? S• "-ite.. brr and. please
b^i-if alo-ig yo;.r fr innds.

ICd-'ard Daws on

T^Crn G; 'OUPS

:o s' rvat.Lo\\ Group

Tl-p- Sir .etv '-'ES contii..upd t'"- be active in c: press ing concern at the
f veriest", •'ig a t t e s t s by aymcu'i a t ' ve <>vclopr-;rc, i^tr t on ta'"ing up the
chprtcr pivf-n to f'.en by the Secretary of State for the Enviroo.raent, to
fU"'thT erode our country h.c:ritsf;e.

You F ' . I I probably have nol-d our recent objections to a proposed
d r - T ! p "r'it a t Love Ln:e v.hich proposal has now been rejected by Kart D.C.
PI3'ini if: Co •-.littee.
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Object-.on vras a'so mae'e to a propped e~ tens.-on, subsequently ap-
proved by the Plsrni--: Co,:: littc e, to Gle^e House Co'.ta£X. This is one
o:r our vf.-v fer li. ted bullrings aivJ is located in a newly designated Con-
servation Ar'-a. T'."- decision to approve the application v'ould see;̂ i to
be - ontr?>r-v to thr- intertio ;s of instituting a Conservation Area and ';ould
se* n to set an unfortunate precedent v/Licii < ould cause future administrative
v:i oble-is. The decision is regretted.

On r happier note$ temporarily at least, the mo-t recently published
list \f pla-.niu/r a jplications contains not one single iten to cause concern.
Let's hopr '<:":<- tread continues^

Ted Brooks

h) L^cal History Gr~up

Qr.f anioat v'u: Lit;. "i-,jy members interested in di:>'.'frre :t facets and periods
of Yateley's h.i.ptorv, t. .-• p-e3c.1t 01:, aniaai I on aitor^ts to ev.orace as raany
nrip1? as possible into four oain int-rest groups. These are:

1. Thjj] OhO HOl/.Ŝ ;,'- G31QUP: Mainly concerned • ::.th researching the
docu, entary records of old houses and si es fro,: the Iianorial

2« Tl:/̂  F-- ILY HISTORY GR.UP: The first objective is to index
all extant prrish records.

3» AJ^i.IiAw.D"-CAP_S niSTO^Y G-ttOUP: A newly formed grouping of
ecolo^ists, archaeologists and cartographic '•ntkusiasts working
on the Ancient LFV.OS e-.id Trac vays rf Yatc/'ey.

l'' y]!F.. yj-r^PJIJ^ll JL?VpY_ GjjOUP; Currently drifting rudderless, this
/•proup :U, being; sustained by the concentration of work by the
othc:.- three groups in the Victoiian p«-j. iod.

Ac t '..vi ties: -• The Local History Group haslet each Thursday at the Yateley
Centre in ter ti te, when rot ousted by a loctu e OM. t;-.e regular monthly
neetv-.g of the Conservation Group. The t".-o hours per week have been taken
wp by a iVjiytTi e of t a V s frori members, im'exinp and plo.nning visits and
field tr;.ps. Non-classroo 1 activities have included a vorkiiag visit of 1.5
,rieubers to thr County Archives at '/inchest; r and Sunday afternoons surveying
trackways a')(~l eart^vorks. The pattern i"rj.ll continue this ter;/!, but it is
planned th.-̂ t :o.~e of thf- Thuisday evcin," sessions v:ill be devoted to talks
f r •"> 1 e" T>e.rts .

Objectives: - O'ir objectives ere on the o.ie hand the research of history
f jr its o'.'n R-J-.e; but on !"he other h.and are interlinked ,'ith our con-
stitlonal ai•:is to conserve, a'̂ c1 to enhance the ru-?.lity of life in present
day Yateley. One of the- original v;embers coined the na.-e "cardioraaniac11

f^r me since I socui to bo obsessed 1 i.th card file indexes. Jean Hcllv/aine
••akes • e point bolov shout t'.o necessity for indezing the parish records.
This f.oiers thos^ Anpiicars •,iarryii\p, baptisi..ig and dying in. Yateley.
Much of thr-- ti io Yateley 1 s fnr is a-'d houses wore owned by absc tec landlords.
V/hot of th-fin? T' G objective of th.- Old Houro Group is a card index of all
c n f T s a;-1d occupiers f'.̂r c.s f,_•'..•: bee1', as ye c m ret. From tnis v/e can feed
inf 07. .-ipti ̂ n to thf Conservation Group co-coming ajes of Yateley1 s historic
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"OUT*-.". Fro- '••.'u. records of nncicnt fields in for '.ation ecu bo fed to
t' e La" dscaioe History G:.. --up cor>c frying possible dr.tos of trackways and
hedges. '^ •« L-i^scape Lis:'.ory Group is itself initial ""y concerned v;ith
cataloging ti.x historic routes, t. r-n surveying t-zera frou thr point of view
of t'-r vildlife habitats of today and the arc-aelogy of the past. (See
also t b'- Ecology Section).

)X3l3fx}'- ~ -nfl original ir'ea of M-2 Local History Gi oup v/as that in-
dividua1. s interested in, aa;; , r^searcrii:- th.eir own house, or their family,
v±C' t roaie to^etlvr on a Tbursda:1 r>veninr. to co-ordinate rosfearch and learn

self help. To carry out the research, however, it is necessary to
visit archives or libraries to obtain i.he raw •;at'-rial to rork on. The
only ''lical:; slater : «.l art: t!ie parish registers. In the last yoa.r the
'•v:iin," t.?lks have tlir." efore been orientated to :io

v to approach the archive
^r librarv. But onlv a fev individual-1.: have been able to p_et to the record
repositories. As a cousecmonce the Thursday evenings have beco'.-e inore a
ina-tsr of to" ks :\i.d discussxons, and attendances fro'i ti ose actually doing
tbr.iv ovni has fal len off. balance I have to •jaint&in i s

tl?o/3e people v" o vant to listen, tl'.Ooe vho want to participate,
o va^t t̂ i sp'-nd ;iost of th'.i.r ti!ie within Yateloy and those who

v; • t an e r e e t; ''escape" i or a fe'v hou vs.

our ovn newsletter, theV/e VT" on pi? •" to i?ublir;h a r t i c l e s , eill1 r
Jou/nals of the Ha p,•;.' xre F.I^Id Club to vhir-i ve arc a f f i l i a t e d , or perhaps
'ven our Q^:\ s e r i e s of pa-phlcta . Biit to get to t'-.i^ sta^e ve nerd ••lore
;?<•:•< pi <•-•• inlr-! e-ted in. individual ri'T^ai-oh p ro jec t s . On l\:e othrr hand,
por' aps yon ,vs s: • iiborc are .ore in te res ted in cpenr i ;• Thursday evenings,
as t !-y are dovei opinr, as a lini-lectuj-e s e r i e s s imilar to our Public
L f l'j." f?s vr> ich arc c."1 v.ra s v/e.ll at tended. To fii;d out what you ::cd\t as
n r i b r r s I nla • to devote the evening of 15 October 1081 to a discussion
F:O t'"pt I can plan mr t t e r ; accordingly. I urpc as ii.any members as
posn'.ble to c•) >-, along tj-.rt ovenirif;' to put your point of view.

Peter Tipton

c) Ec_;_lj":v̂  _Group

To date th.̂  Ec^logv G, oup'.-j '• ork h;-;s centred around f:ive projects:

2«
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PIT l-T:- Studying tî e ple...t and animal
colonisation of a nev.'.ly released gravel pit. The pit has
been capped and e: tensive sarvc/s ;.iade of the plants that
Iv-ve grovm up t'^re during t\r.: year. As the pit is bordered
by four di-'fer^i.t habitat types it Is hoped t::at interesting
patterns of colonization v.'ill appear.

¥±fSy? ^Ai!IIi2.:- A VLurjber o" hedges (both old boundary and
firOd hedges) have nor boon dated. This project ties in
very veil wit!: tl o Landscape History Group.

tL'V$!UiA "QJ^Ji3^1: ' This has., GO fai-j, bo en a rathr-r sporadic
pro..jr-.ct" with data or birds, plants, fungi, butterflies and
Tiioths and some plant 'clapping. H o v v o r , no overall survey
f°: an area over a period of ti.-e, or c oipar Isons >̂ f tv/o or

cr'/ar;, h.-v; been This prn if.ct i s , perhaps, the
iiost i voortant of a l l , since h< at; land is one of Britain's
fastest disappearing ha"itat t/pos - and tills is especially
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true in •'•Torti!-?Jast na.aps>'j • e. If '• c ar? to conserve
Yatoley Co -.aon, -X ...list be ̂ -naged and to do this properly
-e ;nuet fJ../st understand it - particularly itt; vulnerable
parts.

/+. MOTFS yip BUTTERFLIES SURVEY:- Moth trapping has boon
cont"5..nuc d or th..-- cd^e of the co .,n. n over the Irst t'?o
y"'S" s, aiid in the Blackwat. r Valley this year. Sitings
of bu"! terflios "ithiri YatoV.' h vs also be--n noted over the
saic period. This date nov, needs t) bo properly correlated
and incorporated into the licathland aiid Gravel Pit Surveys.

5. '/ITihRCOÛ SES OF Y^TELSY;- Thi^ survey will eve^-cu&l.iy include
r>ll pondsv ditches, r,treats and rivers both' present and as
far bac> î .to tho past as "re can foi This obviously links
in closely vith the Landscape history Group v;orh.

Fungal Forays '••avo real ' y been, an activity e joy.d by tho whole Society.
T\ 1^79 tho For-:.y took plac- over tl-c :o: der in Minley ,'oods (where nearly
100 species ?/Rre discovr-red), a.'id in 1980 it took place on Yateley Co::i:iion.
Thir year - k October •- vill be on the Coiuaon agaia, and I Co hope you will
all try to roio alonp. Th-. Ecolo;;"v 'Thursday Evening' of 8 October will
be •r'ainly drvoted to evaluating t!'ese thr?-e Forays, and there v;il]. be plenty
of .elides of nany oi thr species found.

Into 1 <?.'•;? - Thi'rsda ' evening of 22 October \rill be demoted to an evaluation
^f all'tl1' a' ove nro'e^ts, followed by a general discussion of how they
shoald dr'velop, part:i cu1 ar^ y th Heati\land Surve^- vhich vill need a lot of
c.O"! contr ated e f f ">rt.

Susan Dawsou

2«

Publ :.c Lr cture-s

•Septe.uber 17th in tie Yatele» C-.ntre Dra.ia H3II,

E - VOYAGE OF M.oCÔ /.'hRY

7^30 vf.a.

The op-ninr', ler:h.r o of t > L.- autumn season should bo a real
v'uiii'r! T'.'C s :i.p 'Eve oi thr. '.'i.nd' 'c^ok youn^ erplorors around tho ^lobe
in ro i.Tieaorstion n:' Dra'/.e'.'; coic voya/re /-i-OO years a;vp. Andruv Mitchell,
the nri entif.i.c co-ordi at'ir of the a^pod-ttion will t o l l t..u> otury, i l -
lus t ra ted v.hcb i l , Glides and e rh ib i t s .

A lost ci ty i i Panama,, Darien, old v/rechs, •:•} e Galapagos
Arc h hpri ?.."o, I-vri:''e 3.ia, the So chollos, v;i.ld.lifo in K^nya and an airship
are r-i u of ' :e -iany things and places encountered. - Cone and ese i.vhat
hap ens - and bi '.rg a frie'-d.

( I t i s free t^ mciiibers - and only 60 p. for •:• on-,uembers - h r . Ki tche l l ' s
£ "io <5 '••lie!, i s noon to be publis!;ed 1G nearly h,12!)
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Tbujsday,_ Optpjper_ 29' h

AIRFIFLP HISTORY: John Barley,
Science li

10thThursday^

NATIONAL. TRUST: N.D. Price,
H e g i o n a 1 I 'i f o r a a t i o n 0 i f i c c r .

Make a note also of t̂'i Mcrcu, 22nd April, 27th May and 6th July
Details of Lectures on these dates will be announced later.

b) ^1':- & Visits

Sunday ^ 0ctobe_r__( a.itr rnoon) : Fungal Foray

Susan Davson will lead, a walk on Yotale-y Co anon, aiainly to
l^ok for fungi. Meet at Heathlanr s Cemetery at 2..30 p.n.

Sunday 1 Hovenbor (afterno:n): Frog^ore and Darby Green

A ralk v;ith Sydney Loader to see hov thirj area has c. anged
in rrc'.-t y;ars. hc-:t at St. Bavnabac's Church, Darby Green,
a t P..J/O p . m .

Su-.ida3'r 6 December (after-norm): Beating tlte Bounds

hicbaol Holrovd v/Hl lead an exploration of part of the forraer
Yc.tel^y parish boundary, aouth of the A30, and of what /aay be
an earlier route of tl e road, Mr or. at t\'e junction of the
A327 anr1 the A30 at 2.30 p-... (parking to the left of tne A327).

Enaniries ?bout v/al'vs cind vi.c'its and su gestions or offers to lead v/alks
should hr made to Miohael Ilolroyd (Yatelcv 872^39) or Sus--i" Davson (Yatnloy
877458.)

3• SOCIETY DI/.RY

30tI" April 1081 .-_ "RII1DLIF]:' OF YATLLEY" by Dr_. _Oh_riatophor Tydeman

Cl'.v'in. TY'V^nan, Staff Ecolo^ist of tbt. /orld Vxldlife Fund - U.K. and
•".-aser1 In L-> M-'OU, h"<' carrier' out e" tennive r'Ont-£rafhir.te res; arch on
Yatr ley's bi~ d life a/'1 it '-as opportune for hi;;i to co.;e back to address
t' e So^i^ty. In the evr:.it the Ic-ctiu c title proved, sô iet'iior' of a .••isnom&r
•inrp orlv t'e blrda of Yo.tei.ry rrr.vel pits vere covered. In addition
a"1 .'0-t a 1! tNr slices <-.rrre Of tables aid gra, hs rath r t an actual birds.

An "Udionr-e ->f about 50 l^ard Ch" J.:; say tl:-t h ..s talk wa-J not about
a natural habi.tat h>ui. on artilicia1 one and tho birds that lived on it.
He had rtudi d t' e ornit'olof.y of several f;r--.v£i. pits in the Thames Valley
over a nujbf r of y ars. i'iuc:' of hij talk, centered around the population
fluctuations of bixd sp cies fron songbirds such as thrushes, 7/arblers,
v.'revs and finches to waterfovl includi/T coot, -loorhens, Mallard and Canada
gc.se. He had collected a vast range °f data on tLuGS specius from each
site aid had correlated variations in numbers and distribution to chances
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in the habitat a d i. :: ough disturbance and oth. r fee tors. Breeding
r.o •con tor as f re an interesting feature of inland s'.tes such as gravel
pits.

On balance tin lecture may have been a little technical for so.ae
but it was intf;rost Vi(' to note tie rr.r.ction of those who had not
previously boon exrosed to a multitude of 'pie diagrams' and histograms
n^6 who said afterwards th-->t they had enjoyed a stiumiatxrig, if un-
expectedly do ending evening. Members expressed t;.o desire for another
lecture on birds to be found on the Cor.i>'On •• the othi r ..lain habitat in
Yatoley.

Edward Dawson

rT:oi<us!I

Me'ib'^rc of t. - Yate'.ey Society are not afra .d to tr> anything, as
rvide*iceC by the 26 or rJO vho turi!> d up at tl.< acse 'bly point (ileathlands
Cf'etcry) to bp entrrtcined by tl.e Da.\;n Chorun.

TVe ti ie vas ai'Oimd J»«30 a.^.s a^r1 it was a pl^asaitly still, clear
./lor'ii-ir, vit'1. a slight air frost. So. :e ner-ibtrs had the ,^ood practical
S' )se to bri.vi; slRopinr ba^s arr' chairs, a v/ise precaution against qoine
of ihe distrarti^ns li'ce era rp a.id 'creeping cold1 ;

17 o v.roren't aurt w.ic tV.--x the iv.s '.rjtpit quac'iing of a mallard counted
as part of the dawn--chrous, but it was recorded anyway, using a suitably
noisv and i:;ipractical blac1?: jar!'..'-r pon O R paper highlirhted for the gather-
ing by torcV-beaa.

The cast, in order of uttering any sort of !.:ouiir' v/bioh could be
noticed by our excellent guide, Pet.•or i^dvards or Country Park Ranger,
Peter Dinndale, was :-

m Mallard
Dunnock
Tavmy Ovr.l )
Coot )
Canada C-oose) all night
Moor Hen )
Robin
Stonochat
Dog chorus started
Coc'vt.rel chorus otartrd,

these call intcrnitt>ntlyL<,.09

/|-.15
1; .16
'••18

aad tb "n in fairly quir.k succession •• Mag-nie, v'ood Pigeon, Blackbird,
Sor.p; Thrush, Ye"1 1 o^ Ha -mei;, B u l l u n c h , Blue-tit, • i"> low -..'arblr r, Greattit
(Call), Chaffinch, Ph.vasa/t^ Reod Buntin;;, ..ren, Jay, Chiff-c.-iaff5 i-ii
Thrur-1' (alarni), Gold crest, Whitethroat, Great -tit (song) and Greenfinch
at 5-01 a.T:,

Th'- recording ;;ite vrp.s not ideal, with fev prOMinent song posts and
littbo siirrounding habitat variety, but ncvorthc-less the birds that wore
py G'-cit gave a fair ^loiying of song. So e songs and calls v/ere no doubt
overlooked avo.agst the iiiain voluaie produced by Blackbird, Song Thrush and
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but where wore the free Pipxts?

Shortly afterwards v.o :ioved down to the s.iall pond, and up to an
open piece of h -athland, rcc'-i-ding on the v^y Cuc'-.oo, Coal 'lit and
Meadow Pipit nound;.^ as veil as views of Stonecnat.

v..'e 'j.ndp our way to !'
;onteagle House for a splendid and delicious

breakfast of porr-j-dgs, toast aid "laraalad'?, bac.ru, e: gs and sausages.
We irrer c- furti -r entertained by recorded birdsonr- and a modified version
of a Young Ornithologists' Club bird word game. Our many thanks to our
hosts Elizabeth ?: Peter Tiioton.

30th Ma'' Dawn Chorus!

So ie uie-.jbnrs hadn't had enough the first ti">&, cciO so.̂ e 10 intrepid
fc^y bi:-ds ventured forth to t :.e Yatcley Gravel Pits at 3.U0 a.m. This
locality •nrovirl.-d a food variety of audible species, including a cor and a
vi'-'on a^d a Ca lada Goose Chorus. Space precludes listing all i h
but so e "') specie 3 were recorded.

pecies here,

6tl- June TORI „ VISIT TO SELBO?.?r-E

On Saturday, June 6th, at 10.1.0 a.,i. twelve noiubers of Yateley Society
•let in T'le Nat \oaal Tir.st Car Park in the lovely village of Selborne.
Sr> borne v;as roadr fanous by the na tu ra l i s t , Gilbert v/hitr, v/ho5 in 1788,
published his clannic bock, "The Natural iListory of 3elborno!!. The vil lage
clusters around t e preen, caller" t.'.o Plestor , hich vas once tne market
place, Tif) (.-'urcv vbcre G. v.. \;as Currce and ;The Vf-'*es';, his IiOi.ie for
•iiost of his l l : i^, bo on opposite aides of the uiain road '-l.ich was thiough
tpf v i l lage . F:i yard, anc1 Susan Dawscn were to ta ce us on a guided tour of
tv~ v i l iafc a-.id so le of the lovely v/alks in t.~.e surrounding countryside.

','e set ):ff f:•• o.: the car p
i >ad before turning off into a
o1 d ^nd picturesque ro'ctage.
sJrram, one of 1-; icr i s c l l o d
S'^borup fpts i t s naie. Fr.~ r.

m' t Lyt'ie vhere ve found

a^ k and went a short distance along the main
pretty little l̂ .ne vhich runs past a very

thf

On evtb.ei' sU'e of the lane runs a small
the Sea"1 e stream (or bourne) frou which
t' ') lane e p~sr;ed. into a wet meadow called.
a natch of cv£i:on spotted orchids a :ong

eluapc of vellow irise;.. ?r.d rafged robin. At th- end of the meadow we
turned into the Long Lytbe, a "ocded area of ;iainly poplar, beec1: and
sve? lore t r r e s , "I'^v?
woodruff a.id yellow p
•IF"1 l i ck . F̂ OLA t'^ •• wo :-d ve dropped dovin into anotlvr VSEY "ret ..:eadow.
vhrre we four.r1 t'-e pretty lady 's r. .lock plant "hi eh Edward, told us was used

<i: founr1 rnany woocland slants including beds of
an.1"7 a lovely ornamental R i a c cal^.ed wood

t ;p butterfly; it la-.]s a single e'-g on the underside of
at i.'.e cat-rnillar vhich hatches
is /rowing.

a sufficient supply of

us where he
Udv.'ard v/as t i l l i n g us this ";i.o turned over
t , and there vare enough wac a single egg

b y ' t h f . ors- i f f f
onr leaf v.o i'
food while Lt
a l /sf tc, F.ha
r raci ly as l-o
walk we caw t
placing i t s If perfectly for us to c: a •line
carious through th is u.adow as i t was very boggy ii\ par t s , end ve v/e-re

had described - we were uost i ipressed- Later on in the
e butterfly on i t s other food plant, garlic mustard, d i s -

a l l vo". y t.••an1cful to be v:eari boots.

The goin.1?1 was rather pre-
ii\ par t s , end ve v/e-re

aw several interest ing insects



here, including '-\r\t-- \ b-'-tloe, caddis flies, leaf hoppers aid a black
beetle v>h.Lch v.-ji.o busily boring into an old dead, tree trunk and covering
rveryt] in? around it in savdunt. 'o climbed out of the nsadov; through
•luch vr rd and into another voodland area colled Great Dorton Voods where
vie fauid the print;: of d-er a'id moro interesting plants including sanicle,
vnod ane .ones rvid clumps of wood sorrel. By nov- it was dinner tin.'o and
we •)?.r1/~ our xrny V c k to t o car par': to cV.an up and have- aor.e ;;iuch needed
rf freshinent - 3.) e of us finding a very co.-fo. tafcle place in one of the
locO. pub :ardens.

n MO '-e"''e all qrito refreshed again
"1 ,,.-.!tour of tl'e village. We staiti'd by Looking at

is situated op'iosit<•; t' & '.'akerj. l3'o
side of i,.e porc^ roof vhore t
also t*-"fo of the original fout

r ould

an and :::dvard took us on a
t'ie olr1 butcher's shop v/hich

Wo could see the large hooka on the under-
butchr-r used to hang lu.s -jer.t, v.'e saw
e trees '-"h±c)\ G.1.1. planted outair'o the

.' 'd hi i fr • '. t1 e awful vicv/ of nankin;•" meat and flies vvhich he
o fr"i.;i T?"- 'i>'sor;. Frop1 here we crossed the Plestor, passing in

fr"'.it of t'i 1 arfe .?:̂d beautiful vlcarape to visit the church. In the
chu:. rhyard in an eior -.ous y v; tr--c •lie'; irs reputed to be over 1000 years
old; it to.)'r s'-vea ~>f uc. ho';r;iip hands to encircle its trunk; \»e spent
some tirnr. lo '"iuf7 sound the church vhicl": ha^ c. lov.;ly stained class window
dopicting S";". FAanc.is of Assisi vlth 82 of the birds found by G.V.:. in Sol-
bornf . Aftor findi;^ G.vMs rrave, vhich is -i.ar'ced by a vory siaplo rounded
hoadntone hfari-ig, the orifraviafr ;|G.V/. June 26th 1793':» Vfc weiit to the I7akes
v/here there is a vnuseua v/hich li-'.s set out an intorestii'.g display of the
History of Solborr.e o:i tlse ground floor and ano'clv r very interesting d.is-
plrv of Oaths' (tVie eyoi orer) journeys th:c-ough Afrcica on the upper floor.

B Y nov vre v/rre ail fooling quite i/cary and aftv-r visiting, the fascinat-
ing Selbor/je Bjokshop v/hich vac absolutely crani'̂ od v;ith every imaginable
booh of the countryside, vc made a very wclco.oe stop at the local cream
tea shop aid had pots of toa and sconos before returning home after a very
successful (t'r:e vrath&r stayed fine rll day:) and onjoyable day.

Jean Carter

~T'~ July 1Q°1 - VISIT TO •••ILLI"-; MUSEUM,

Follov.'inf Tit Shad! a-nail1 s Most entertaining lecture on Hampshire
Huseuns on Marc1' 12th, he offored. to shov m .-,••,.•! be IT; of the Society around
the Basi;nr-vtoke r-juseun f ̂ v v;hich he is responsible.

At 8 p.i. on July 3rd 15 of u,s took up this offer and presented
ours Ives at t''e V/illis 1'iuseu > i.n NoV' Street. Most of us, the Chairman,
beinp- o nota ;lc exception,, failed tio initiative test of ' finding the
doorbell1 to (-.?.in entrance; luckily Tiiii Shrdla-Kall has s/:arp oars and
could detect the fumbling at the door.

Once inside ¥;e were- rict v;ith coffee end an exhibition of contemporary
chnirs. N'^-oro f̂ nci.'.d sitting on t;.<: chairs, vhieh were obviously ' vorks
of art1 rat1) • r th~n practical supports for the liuman analogy.

••'hen we h."d all assembled Tim gave us a briof description of tbe
puseui r.ar-vice and hw it is funded, a condensed version of the iiarch



lecture, and described the history of h\n particular museum.

The building was originally the Mechanics' Institute; vhen the
Institute began to decline, in the 20' s> t'o top floor became the
Basin^stoke Î usou-a set up initially to have l:r. V'illis1 private col-
lection. The ontcrpri.se cost £.1000, shared between the Council and
Mr. Alnutt - a civic dignitary of the time. In duo course the In-
stitute fad or1 out and the lower floors beca u; tha Public Library. In
~\.'^7hy follor'irg tk-• building of t'<e nu? town co/itre, the entire building
was turned over to the museum.

We- np' t hr.6 o. conducted tour of the "luseu.i. The ii<ain claim to
fomr, -aid pride of th'. V/illis collection, is a fine display of clocks,
v?.tc':cs and vati-h-wiak^rs1 tools; the. other public galleri s have tovm
h.i.Rt">ry, natural history, fossils, and 301110 archaeology. . •'&• were shown
t' r -.mcii enlarged archaeology area rhich is. dac to bo completed and opened
in I ' b

It tra'j^^irod t'\-t the iuseu:.i has 3 large î omar coffin, Tiw had a
nir if-- built for this in th-- en trance hall to provide an eye catching
entrance piece, to his dismay the cofiin proved to be too long to fit!
He had used the !ioas\r-. events of a counting made lor the coffin by an earlier
curator, '•"' o h rd got it rrroeg - aad on top ox th-t the earlier curator hrd
intended to :.iou it the coffin in an upstairs ro.ui on a floor which would have

collapsed,
promptly

To support his statement that a •IUS&UIM can only display 1% of its
stock Tii showed ur- around the sto^e; this consists of several rooms in a
separrte building full of racks covered v/itv cardboard boxes bearing labels
such as 'Baslngstoke - bones - cow, dog etc.! aid tables piled with crumbling
•lasonry, sh-ttorod pots half glued together, and. assort' d relics ranging from
insurf'cc ploquos to bits of a Zoc^elin. It so•••'>-.(C V at while the bores may
got labelled t'vrre is little hope of detailed cataJ ogmng aid catching up
pii-1' the influx of now iteuis.

Back in the public .area we quickly spread out to look .at the exhibits
of our choice. So-o of the natural history labelling appeared suspect, Tin
sard that he -ou1 d rely on t'-e standard c-c'so of being 'only an archaeologist1

but he vould ask t^e relevnt person to look into it.

Fin-.l'ly v;e > at', cred in th o entr̂ .'.c-. to
entertaining host a'd vade our departui'G.

our enthusiastic and

Th'- Willhs rosei:-, v' ile Siiall, has intorc-jjtin:; exhibits and is well
vorth a visit, go and s o ior yourself.

Tony Hockini

IQth July 1,901 - BUTTERFLY :ALK

Mic1 ael h.olroyd arranged a war;.' and sunny aft ;rnoen for his Butterfly
Walk on Yatele^' Co mon - good i'or both butterflies and wrlkers •• and nine
of us set out southvards from the cemetery with ca eras, binoculars and
enthusiasm. Our first fi^d was a pair oT c'' r.r.iing little Silver Studded
Blues Y.'M.ch y-:o stalked cautiously until it bee?\..e a;ppar̂  :it that a fev; yards
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croat stretch offurther thorn wore scores of the...! flitting about a c
young heather. Michael wa;j th on hoping to show V.S a Gr^en L'airstreak
near Brandy Botton v;.iich ho had shotted while roconnoitering the previous
afternoon, but alas, r. few h^urs 1-ter that particul-u- piece of copse h \d
been burnt down. However, there were p]«nity of other butterflies, amongst
thorn a p".ir of ;prvellously tattered Commas, soac- Gatekeepers, Skippers and
Ringlets, pnd after crossing to the west side of Cricket Hill Ln:ie still more
Meadow Browns, Five-Spotted Bur-nets, dazzling in black nno cerise, and a
Grayling that did not quite succeed in cast! ig no shadow.

We artr/iircd hi--'iael' s spci dy identifications and his ni:nbie prowess
'•'ith M r not, and so->e of the less-educated amongst us \,ere glad to learn
that t o logs saĉ .y jaaned in t' e mouth of an old Burnet coc:on were only
thone of tl ' discarded r'rysalio. There wan SOLC speculation on the ruts

hoiPS mysteriously seal i, .0 couimon, and a good deal of information
was eye a/.'ged as v;e ca-'e across dragon flies and colourful caterpillars,
fungi reputed to cm e the cra^.p, and spiders sprawled aenancinfly across
t; e nrsts of t;::,-.ir hatci'.i.ug infants. Host of us v.dll both look and see
iore effectively v;'..en next walking on the co.n.ion.

Valery Kersiahe

jl\ August 19SI - TO1- N WALK

At 7*30 on •-• var 1 sunny evening twelve nu.oiberg rath red at the church
to follow t'ri route fror.i Harpdon House (nov tha site of Monteaglo i'-'iotors)
to the old hospital, v.'hich in the early yc-rrs of this century v/as t.he Tillage*
school. o\ CricVet Hill.

Tni.3 vns the route follo't'ed by Paul Fash, the 191^-13 official war
artist, v.'l;p:i ho stayed in Yateley a? a boy -.nd later referred to in his
biopraohy.

After a quicV e^ec1: on t):>e pro/rens of t':o church rebuilding
aud noting t'̂ at t< e nsvly orert&d veath "r vane had developed a siiorp list to
starboard, vc set off d'vm Rail Lane for about a hundred yards and then, where
the Red House used to star.d, plungad into a ranrc of footpath3 tl at many of
us car bound warriors never knev" o/istod.

Sydney told us something of the past inhabitants of The And house,
one of i.;i:.Oiii s"t down one afternoon r-id co closed the song 'I'll ' alk Botjide
You1 in t?ie s'M.ucr house there.

The paths wo followed, doubtless lack -viuch of the aesthetic character
an*1 Yave bo.,n reroutf.d in places cince Paul Nash's day, since diversions
are readily ap 'areut around latter day housing developments. Nonetheless,
even though a copse of chostnut trees, which was offered to the Town Council
in trust •- and refused, has riven way to a group of bungalows, the route
b'tween Yate-1;. y Manor St. Foter's School fields still has a definite

Crossing 'hnov Par1- Drive and passing t;r ougli Old l>eli;!orê  we observed
wlv--' r> the -path of -n old;;r tiac;'.way crossed the pottle stream and wandered
t'--ou/h. this -oi.---i.sa~t area to oo ie v/ell received sustenance in Tho Cric'r.ctcts.
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Having t'mr, refreshed ourselves v-o fen just h;.\d sufficient time
yr dusk fir Sydney to lead UP around the fish pond through t].?.e
r.̂ G of Mr. Stil-'ells' house 0:1 Stevens Hill.

This for me was so lethinp nf - high soot in the evening having
oft^n v>.shed for- the opportunity to wander through those quiet woods,
which are such a mass of rhododendrons in the early summer, arc! to
steal a closer loo'; at tVat ancient arid picturesque pool.

Our sincere tVa^ks must go to Mr. Stilvell for riving us access,
through Sydney, to his grounds and I for one v/ould like to request that
a further vi.S'-t may be possible when the shrubs are .in bloom.

By now it v as rapidly be com in/-: rhrvk and various members departed
on their separate routes hone to be closely follovjed by the rest of us
after v/e lad retraced the route tv our transport waiting, at the church.

Thanks to Sydney Loader, a mine of information as ever, and to
Peter TLpton for an eiitei taining and. iufor >ative evening.

Ted Brooks

TO-IJj''fCE :.iU ~!VEY MAPS OF YlTI'LEY

Orie of our members, Liz Preedy, his preparc-d a .aap of Yatoley which
is available for s?le to nif-nbers of th.-! Society. It is c. composite
"lap base*-' on p.- rts of threo Ordnance Su.-.-v&y .-'.aps at the scale of
1:10,000 (-bout 6 inches to ,a lile), f-.d covers the v;l\ole of t!.e Parish
of Yateley. T^o vri ce is SI.00 for a print en thin paper or £l,.2O on
thicker paper (th^R ->re liable- to frde to so-.e e):t:nit if exposed to
thf; lir; t ior Ion;;: periods), or ^2.?.0 £c" a pernancnt print on flossy
pavur. The;se acos rp^resont ercel'1 ent value a"d Liz has generously of-
ffrr.d to ±\o any -nrofi.ts to tve Society t > buy ^ore maps. The." will be
avaxla" le at our Thui oday evenirg ..CGtii"^s or rhi.rcct from Liz Prcedy
(Yntrlry 873871).

5« CIUJ.RCII i\RqivSS

The c-Td ind^ving of V-^ Church ^c-^Lsters is v;ell unde^./aj', tn-->.rks
to t'-'«- s all tea-:1, tlat helps -io on the occasional Thuv;'day evenings.
They even r\r' dt to becorr-in;"?: vcr T interested aa they pot to Know local
fa ily na.mos a.-r1 obs-rvo their "cor.inps" and "goings'1.

V.;by arc v:c bothr=ring, and x:\~.:.t arn its uses? Firrtly, as all tlu>
r?epl:tr;rs aud oth "• docUniynts ar-e nor/ deposited in The 11? 'ps^ire Record
O'fice (a lob of t' c: statutory), Winchester is a long way to make regular
visits. We also ret a la"go nuabor of enquiries for paxti.ci.lar ontries
in tie Rc-fistors f n , people 3enrc'~'ii£ for tlioir family history. This
is II*5 soco id i.O't pipulvr pnst-ti-'e in the U.S.A. -acl certainly active
Lntcrc.-st v/v-irldvidc if ;;••.• raail I rco.i.vo is anyti.i "<r to po by. Students
Oi history use Chirr.!.- ^relives for various projects> as usually they are
t' r only source- atrrh"l for Villa?.e History.

Thr survey of I'^nu-iental Inscr i.ptions is u.-uofiil to give tl\e Incumbent
the position of eac'. inter .cnt, should ;-,h-ore be a question of additional
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of the fravc. Graventoiio-s are also a source of hi;ri; ~'rical evi-
dence and -np.ny, r>adly, :•'.? being lifted -nc1 destroyed to .:a:?e way for
urb-n development.

Ou^ own grave records were loot in The Fire, so the survey became
V--P only sourer of i;? format ion. So I apveal to you, if you feel you
can lirip vri. th :

card indexing
typing (•-ir.inly frave survey) 5 or
tro.•-scr.ipt.ion of V-o Overseer's accounts
fro-i ••;.ic.ro-fil ,

v;o "'ould li'<r you to join uri on T>iUvsdc.y 'vc'.iing desinatod for t'.iis
OVOilt .

". Iv;cllw-ine

6 . NS-;.f

Wo v/<? 1 c o •. e t h e

last ?revsli.'tter :

M?rv ';<obins

Sup,,?;-. Pett

Irrne Draper

Patr ir i,i Ho ore
and Peter
a d Dcrc'c

A.r?ie-Merle Do

;.nn Powell

Susn1. Ilailes

p'in̂  new members to the Society since the

'Little Acre15 Brandy 873374
Bottom

•S,yringa'5 Brandy
Bottom

22 Lav/ford Cresc.

'Brae ,-f--nvood' , L i t t l e
Vi,o

110 Pinewood Park, Cjve
Fernborough

57 Bartons Drive

•F\i.lys E:.id' , Cricket
Hill

370470

370060

875706

871178

7. Iiooac^i^Yj^ouj^s:^ AT̂  FROGMGT̂ E CENTRE

T.'.-T: Society v.al! be ;rivin̂ |• a serifs of fivo weeitly lectures start-
ir.r on September 2i|.tii at tho Fro^Tore Co- tre at 7-30 p.,:!. The fee
v.-1.1 1 bo £5.

T' r Itrtuir-.s vill be concerned rjj;'- topics r^ova.^t to the activities
oi t-c Society, e.; . Natu-al History and Zoology, Fanily History, Local
His4 ,TV, Conservation etc.

V I t (1 .
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S O C I E T Y C,*;L:I:';TDAK

SKPT. 17 * LECTU :E - ' Op or-it ion DrcV.e1

2i|. LOCAL HISTORY - F-.risl1 Ro-i;jtoi Indexing

OCT. 1 PLANNING

8 ECOLOGY - Fungal F ^ a y debr ie f

15 LOC/L HISTORY - Genorrl Discussion/Landscape His to ry

29 * LECTURE - ' A i r f i e l d H i s to ry 1

NOV. 5 = c-rUY FA 'K'ivS F/RTY

12 L.AviDSCAPTs HIOTOKY - Ancient Latins « 'I'rr.ckw-ys

1Q LOCAL KISTOiJY - Old Houso-s/Indoxing

26 ECOLOGY - to bo renounced

D3C. 3 PL/,i'NIF.G

10 * LTJC'jLnU !E - 'National Trunt '

17 ClnrrSTf'K'VS P:\RI.'Y

* Public Loctiv-es o.ro >.old in thf Dra;ia Hal l , Y^tel'-y Ccntrs
st,irt;.-.ip r.t 7.?0 v. o.

Any .'!•• 'ibcrs vis ::in; r to at tend should r vat act Peter Tiptun
for rietailG, Tol: 873378

Other Tbursd-.y ^vonin;/ ac t iv i t . i G ' - i l l bo IVJ'U1 in Th- Yatoley
C<-itre Yout]-. Sui te
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(Y.375^70)
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